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FOREWORD 


This history was begun in the spring of 1931 as a thesis for a course in 
Minnesota History which I was taking at the University of Minnesota. As 
submitted it covered the years 1682 to 1870 in three chapters. Doctor Theo- 
dore C. Blegen, Superintendent of the Minnesota Historical Society, who was 
teaching the course, suggested that I revise these chapters and bring the 
history up to date. I took very kindly to his suggestion and set to the task 
which was not without its problems. It has been, however, very enjoyable 
because of the active interest taken by those from whom I sought informa- 
tion, and I tender my sincere gratitude for their generous co-operation and 
assistance. 

The purpose of this history is to exhibit the chequered story of Shakopee 


in miniature and to make it a part of recorded history, the “record that de- 
fies the tooth of time.” 


JULIUS A. COLLER, II 


Shakopee, Minnesota 
October 1, 1932 


Pr oh 


te 


NOTE TO PUBLICATION 


Publication of this history would have been 
impossible but for the generous and _ whole- 
hearted aid given to the project by Mr. Wiliiam 
F. Duffy, publisher of the Shakopee Argus- 
Tribune. [t was through the pages of the Argus- 
Tribune that the history was first made a part 
of recorded history, and it is again largely 
through Mr. Duffy’s kindly interest in local his- 
tory that this reprint is available in compact 
form. Special recognition is also due to the 
members of the Argus-Tribune staff who co- 
operated to their utmost during the publication, 
which by its nature was exacting. 


The use of illustrations greatly add to a 
publication of this kind, and I am pleased to 
acknowledge the generosity of those who made 
them possible. Mr. Joseph Matt of the Wanderer 
Printing Co., St. Paul, furnished the cut of 
Father Keller; the Minnesota Historical Society 
allowed me to use the cut of the Battle of 
Shakopee while the State Board of Control and 
the local officers loaned me the cut of the 
Reformatory. Mr. Win V. Working supplied 
the cut of Thomas Holmes while Very Reverend 
Dean M. Savs gave permission to use the cuts 
of the Benedictine Fathers, Monsignor Plut, and 
the remodeled church; and Mr. J. B. Ries fur- 
nished the cut of himself. With a few excep- 
tions, all other cuts are property of the Shako- 
pee Printing Co. and were used by Mr. Dufty’s 
permission. Several other pictures should fit- 
tingly appear in the following pages, but cuts 
were not available and having them made would 
have been too great an undertaking under the 
circumstances. 


My last acknowledgment goes to my ever 
willing assistant proof reader—my Mother. 
Sins. VA lena 
Shakopee, Minnesota 
March 16, 1933 


xi 


qmerawensso 


mewn ae: 


Chapter I 
THE AWAKENING 
‘ 1682-1851 


In 1682 La Salle solemnly took possession of the region watered by the 
Mississippi River and named it Louisiana in honor of his king. Thus it was 
that Louis XIV, the “Grand Monarch” of France, became nominal ruler of 
the Minnesota (St. Peter) River valley, which was part of Louisiana. But 
less than a hundred years after claiming Louisiana, France was forced to 
cede it to Spain by the Franco-Spanish treaty of 1762. Soon after, Louisiana 
was again to be a pawn on the European chessboard, for, in 1800 by the 
Treaty of San Ildefonso, Napoleon, who cherished dreams of a vast colonial 
empire, forced Spain to re-cede Louisiana to France. It was with the Treaty 
of San Ildefonso that “the shadow of the Corsican fell across the seas.” 
Napoleon I was ruler of Louisiana, which included the unsettied Minnesota 
Valley. The near proximity of a strong military power like France greatly 
troubled Thomas Jefferson who was then president of the newly-born re- 
public. But time moved on in its relentless course. In March, 1803, Na- 
poleon’s star halted in its meteoric rise, and then slowly began to sink as 
war clouds gathered over Europe. Pressed for funds and in fear that Great 
Britain might seize Louisiana because of his inability to protect it, Napoleon 
sold it to United States for 80,000,000 francs, and thus the Minnesota Valley 
came under the jurisdiction of Thomas Jefferson, the third president of the 
United States. 


It was a virgin valley with all its wealth and beauty still untouched 
within its bosom, peopled only by roving bands of red men who little cared, 
if they ever knew, that their lands were claimed by powerful rulers of foreign 
courts. But things gradually began to change after the Louisiana Purchase 
was ratified by a rather reluctant Congress. In 1805 Upper Louisiana, which 
included the Minnesota Valley, was organized as a part of the Missouri 


Territory. In the same year Lieutenant Zebulon M. Pike and his party, 


which was one of the many that President Jefferson sent to explore the vast 
purchase, reached the mouth of the Minnesota and held a council with the 
Indians on the island that is now known as Pike Island.  Pike’s expedition 
was not followed up for some years, and its only result was a better knowl- 
edge of the region. However, acting upon Pike’s recommendation, a mili- 
tary post (Fort Snelling) was established at the junction of the Minnesota 
and Mississippi Rivers in 1819. After the establishment of Fort Snelling, 
expeditions up the Minnesota, which had not been navigated by any explorer 
since Carver’s descent in 1767, became more frequent. (1) In 1823 an ex- 
pedition under Major Stephen H. Long started from the fort to explore the 
valley. His party was divided into two sections, one followed the Minne- 
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sota by land while the other pushed their small crafts up the winding river, 
which was found to be rapidly diminishing in size, until they were unable 
to use their canoes. The expeditions then merged and continued on mount 
to the source of the Minnesota where the explorers turned northward to 
follow the Red River of the North into Canada. (2) It has been reported 
that this expedition had dinner on the site of the present city of Shakopee. 
This report, however, seems erroneous, because William Keating, the Geolo- 
gist and Historiographer of the expedition, makes no mention of such a 
dinner in his detailed published account of the journey. He did, undoubted- 
ly, know of the Indian Chief who, he recorded in his journal, “is called Shak- 
pa, which means six ... and is a distinguished man...” (3) 


On the 24th day of June, 1835, George Catlin, who became famous 
for his Indian paintings, and Robert Serril Wood, an Englishman, made a 
trip up the Minnesota to visit the Sacred Red Pipestone Quarry. It is 
here that the Indians got the rose colored stone for their peace pipes. 
Catlin describes the stone as being quartz of close grain and exceedingly 
hard with as high a gloss “as a piece of melted glass”. (4) This stone is 
now usually called Catlinite, in memory of the painter and adventurer. (5) 
During the same year, George W. Featherstonhaugh, under the direction of 
the United States Government, made a slight geological survey of the river, 
and after he returned to England published a book entitled ““‘Canoe Voyages 
Up The Minnay Sotor.” In it Featherstonhaugh records that he ‘passed 
a village called Shakpay, or Six, the name of the chief of the band; it con- 
sisted of seventeen large teebees, all of them closed, the band being gone 
.... to hunt buffaloes. This is called nine leagues from the fort (Snel- 
ling). The teebees were on the left bank, and the burying-ground, with 
some scaffolds, were on the opposite side of the river.” (6) 


It was in 1842 that the first steamboat, bearing a party of pleasure 
seekers, churned the cloudy waters of the Minnesota and startled ‘the usu- 
ally stoical native from his tranquil dreams.” (7) Not, however, until the 
summer of 1850 was general navigation of the river really begun when the 
“fire canoe,’ Anothony Wayne, made its first trip. It was soon followed 
by the Yankee; which reached the mouth of the Cottonwood River. On 
the return trip the Yankee spent an hour at Little Six’s village, called 
Prairie des Francais by the French but which at the time was commonly 
known as Teen-tah-o-ton-wa, which translated 
means the village on the prairie. This name 
was soon shortened to Prairie Village or Prairie- 
ville. (8) “The old Chief (Shah-kpa-dan) with 
about a hundred of his braves came down to the 
landing to meet the excursionists, and there he 
made a speech claiming big damages because 
they had tramped down his corn. True, the 
corn had been drowned out and washed away 
by the high water long before the whites landed: 
but then, the Great Spirit was angry because 
they had taken those big fire-canoes up the 
river, and that was why the freshet came, so 
they ought to pay for the corn. How Six (or 
“Half a Dozen,” as James Goodhue of the Pio- 
neer called him) succeeded with his damage suit is not stated, but our 
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travelers reached St. Paul all safe by night.” (9) These excursions demon- 
strated the navigability of the Minnesota River by steamboat and had much 
weight in bringing about the Treaty of Mendota the following year. 


Between 1820, when Missouri was admitted to the Union, and 1834, 
when the part of Minnesota west of the Mississippi was attached to Michigan 
Territory, the valley was without any governmental status—a sort of an 
orphan or outcast. Two years later, in 1836, the part of Minnesota east of 
the Mississippi was attached to Wisconsin when it was organized as a terri- 
tory, and all of Minnesota west of the Mississippi was attached to Iowa. 
In 1848 Wiconsin was admitted to the Union and in the following year 
Minnesota Territory was organized, which -included the area not only of 
the present state, but also of the two Dakotas and part of Montana. 


Most of the newly organized territory was Indian land, and settlers 
gazed longingly and wistfully at the rich valley of the Minnesota which was 
not yet theirs for settle- 
ment. Some did settle in 
the closed land, however. 
As early as 1844 Oliver 
Faribault, the well-known 
Indian trader, built a house 
of tamarack logs (after- 
wards covered by siding) 
which still stands (1932) in 
the eastern part of the 
present city, near the Fari- 
bault Springs, which were 
named after him. His 
daughter, Mrs. Charles 
Manaige, still lives in the house which was the first to be built within the 
limits of the present city of Shakopee. 
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In November of 1847 the Reverend Samuel W. Pond came to the vil- 
lage on the prairie as a missionary to the Sioux. It was in May of 1834 
when he and his brother, Gideon S. Pond, came to Minnesota as indepen- 
dent missionaries from their home in Connecticut. During the follow- 
ing month these heroic men built a substantial two-room cabin of large 
oak logs, with bark serving as a roof; this missionary cabin. which was 
the first home of white men in present day Minneapolis, ante-dated the 
Sibley House at Mendota by three years. (10) In this mission, which 
was just a stone’s throw from the present Lake Harriet Pavilion, the 
missionary brothers labored teaching the Indians the word of God and 
the arts of civilization. The Ponds reduced the Sioux tongue to writing 
and evolved an alphabet, which was soon followed, by a Sioux dictionary 
and grammar, all of which are still used. On November, 22, 1858, Rev- 
erend Samuel W. Pond was the bridegroom and Miss Cordelia Eggleston, 
also a missionary, was the bride in the first wedding that united the 
lives of two white people on the shore or in the vicinity of Lake Harriet. 
Among the guests were General Sibley, an Doctor Emerson, the owner 
of the noted slave, Dred Scott. (11) 


Believing that he could continue his work more effectively, the 
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Reverend S. W. Pond came to the Indian village of Teen-tah-o-ton-wa in 
the fall of 1847, when his son, E. J. Pond, 
who still lives (1932) in Shakopee, was 
one month old. A mission house was 
soon erected east of the present city lim- 
its, Where he was not only a missionary 
but also a farmer, since he lacked the 
financial backing that most missionaries 
now enjoy. His missionary activities 
among the Sioux were very successful, 
but not without trials and vexations. “On 
one occasion he was seated before a win- 
dow of his home when an arrow shot by 
an unseen hand struck the casing a few 
inches from his head and remained there 
quivering, a startling evidence of some 
Indian’s savage animosity. At another 
time when services were being held for 
a group of Indian girls, a2 number of 
braves rushed in and dragged the girls 
out by their hair. (12) 


But the missionary had patience 
with the Indian, a virtue that the aver- 
REV. S. W. POND age pioneer lacked. The Indian was in the 
pioneer’s way. Moreover, the Indian did not fit in with his plan of things. 
He was often lazy; he was adept at stealing, and had more curiosity than 
any other human being, often frightening people by peeping in at cabin 
windows, or noiselessly opening a door and peering over the shoulder of 
an occupant before his presence was discovered. Generally they were 
peaceful, but occasionally they would exhibit unexpected treachery, as is 
illustrated by the murder of a Mrs. Keener in the fall of 1852. The In- 
dians molested a party coming from St. Paul after crossing the ferry 
above the present Bloomington Bridze. One of the party, Mr. Spencer, 
threatened the Indians with his cane. At this the Indians became en- 
raged, and one, Yu-ha-zee by name, raised his gun with the intention of 
shooting Mr. Spencer, but another Indian diverted his aim and the bullet 
struck Mrs. Keener in the back of the neck, instantly killing her. A 
squad of soldiers from the tort captured the murderer, and the following 
year he was hanged. (13) 


This incident only served to convince the settlers that they had 
been in the right with their continued agitation to have the Indian titles 
extinguished and the rich land opened for settlement by the whites. 
This was authorized in i851 by the Treaty of Mendota which opened the 
valley for settlement and provided for the moving of the Indians at Teen- 
tah-o-ton-wa to the government reservation on the upper Minnesota. The 
removal was not accomplished until the fail of 1853, however. On the 
night of October 10th, the Indians held their last scalp dance in the old 
village. It must have been a weird scene as over three hundred savages, 
painted and scantily dressed, yelled and danced until exhausted. (14) Two 
days later the younger Chief Shakopee and most of his band left 
for the reservation. The aged chief, after whom Shakopee is named, 
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remained near his old village, where he died and was buried about the 
middle of the fifties. (15) Thus the Treaty of Mendota ended the reign 
of the Indian and opened the way for the dynasty of the white man who 
rode in the great “fire-canoe” and spoke with “thunder-sticks,” 


(1) Folwell, W. W. HISTORY OF MINNESOTA Vol. 1, pps 56 and 106 

(2) Keating, Wm. LONG EXPEDITION Vol. 1. 327 ff. 

(3) Ibid 402 

(4) Catlin, Geo. NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS Vol. 2. 185 and 232. 

(5) MINNESOTA IN THREE CENTURIES Vol. 1, 328 

(6) Featherstonhaugh, G. S. A CANOE VOYAGE UP THE MINNAY 
SOTOR, Vol. 1, 286. 

(7) Hinds, Wm. SKETCH OF SHAKOPEE 6. 

(8) Ibid 2 

(9) Hughes, Thomas MINNESOTA HISTORICAL COLLECTION Vol. 10 
p. 134. 

(10; Pond) .. J. A written communication to the author. April, 1931. 
Atwater, I. HISTORY OF MINNEAPOLIS 25. 

(11) Pond in Shakopee Argus-Tribune Feb. 20, 1930. 

(12) Ibid 

(13) Hinds SKETCH OF SHAKOPEE © 25. 

(14) Ibid 31. 

(15) Ibid 5. 


i) 


eet, ae ay Ry Late a 


ee . oki ae 7 pete 
; ie Lay vr a ay" a 


mJ \ fe | 
‘ Wee Ri: 
roe: t 
es . ae ,’ 
‘Ger 
s 
oy i 
ie) s 
P , 
Hi Gher ) ; 
{ 
. 
. 
‘ 


OGL bint AB eye Loa wirdenie thet 
| ae i Ty i 


Ve Dita War - at sag ain tiacases Ansiinned Riedow ty 
REGO ae SATIVA GARET WAT 
Lie ABT Py sta RAD a) - ys ae: 


tals 


i UA, AORPoR Ow saci merriney ‘iver it 

‘diene. eos 4st od scotinaln teams preven es aw ae beat nei: fo 

3 ELLE RO GLA 0 pata Ra er 

! JE Ge: ll decane t agents beanies sited Wh bao GIN 
* mst 51 tee A 


=a RE a : 
Z ia i 


ij i a 
: . 


YER ot 


i ‘ i. : 
RR tes, ‘gts haaaes Wena pan? a, the 
ar pane A yi a we ' / : 

: bs PcG ae Pl Hy Sy ing ia fy i ate: _ 

> ft i ny eM ee . i ied Wea ih i! A y 4) ' 
ua , 4 eule eee aS ii, ol ye Rs } fey ihe har ees Lae i 
, sts? f : : A, ' A : ne, Vy es 7 th 4 Pe ran a >> y b ie | 4 hee 
ae d) : ; are f y +s Libs a f in .S 7 ’ A ae 5 ie Az y FTO « et aeahy 


‘fs a 
Pt bi eit.) 


ti d ’ » ‘ bay | % # MV uy , o 4 Nha Ae . Dey 1 7 


Chapter II 


EARLY SETTLEMENT 
1851-1860 


In the spring of 1851, just before the Treaty of Mendota, Thomas A. 
Holmes, who was the victim through most of his life of an acute case of 
town-site mania, secured a license to trade with the Indians of the Minne- 
sota River. He was born in Pennsylvania in 1804, In 1831 the first sym- 
toms of his mania developed, and he bought some property in Indiana. He 
sold this in the early spring of 1835 and moved to Milwaukee, where he 
built the first frame dwelling in the embryo city. (16) Here he remained 
dealing in real estate until fall when he attended a government auction 
and bought 108 acres of government land in another part of the Wisconsin 
Territory. With several o.her men he platted and laid the foundation of 
Wisconsin City, which is now known as Janesville. (17) While here he 
served on the committee that located a railroad which was to extend from 
Milwaukee to the Mississippi and which later became part of the Mil- 
waukee system. (18) Holmes, however, did not wait to see the road 
built. Selling out shortly for $10,000, he built two boats in which he as- 
cended the Mississippi to a point about eight miles above the present city 
of Winona where he landed on the Wisconsin side and established a trad- 
ing post which was called Holmes’ Landing. A good many Swiss farmers 
settled in the vicinity and starting in 1846 Germans came in large num- 
bers to settle at the landing which is now known as Fountain City. (19) 
But true to the instinctive urge of a’ pioneer, he soon moved on, and in 
1849 we find him as a member of the first Territorial Legislature of Min- 
nesota. (20) After the session adjourned, he purchased the site of Itasea 
in Anoka County and here laid out another town. The little lake of Itasca 
is all that is lett today to remind one of this settlement, which was just 
across the river from the present railroad station of Dayton in Hennepin 
County. (21) 


In the spring of ‘51, Holmes took a canoe journey up the Minnesota 
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River, stopping at a hollow near the old Indian village of Teen-tah-o-ton-wa, 
where he cooked a meal. Holmes was 
impressed with this site, but continued up 
the river as far as Le Sueur. He decided, 
however, to locate near the hollow where 
he took his meal, and returned to his post 
at Itasca. Bringing logs and his stock of 
goods on the flat-boat Wild Paddy, “Tom” 
Holmes soon had a log trading house built 
on the top of the river bank. This was 
the first building in the original town site 
of Shakopee. It was sort of a _ block 
house, built with the help of John McKen- 
zie, Emerson Shumway, and Daniel Apgar, 
who came with Holmes. When the build- 
ing was finished, it was stocked with 
Holmes’ small supply of calico, blankets, 
powder, lead, tobacco, and trinkets, which 
he traded with the Indians for furs. 


By the time Holmes located there 
were four other families living near the 
east end of the present city. These were 
the families of the Reverend Samuel W. THOMAS A. HOLMES 
Pond, Oliver Faribault, Hazen Mooers, and 
John Mooers. Reverend Pond had been living in his house for four years, 
and Oliver Faribault located in 1844 to trade with the Indians with whom 
he had traded for many years. Faribault was a quarter breed, and mar- 
ried a Sioux maiden. (22) 


Hazen Mooers came to the Northwest from New York shortly after 
the War of 1812 in which he had taken part. Mooers was placed in charge 
of the Lake Traverse post of the American Fur Company on the upper 
Minnesota. During 1835 he went to Gray Cloud Island just above Hastings. 
There he married Gray Cloud, the halfbreed grandchild of Chief Wabasha, 
after whom the island was named. When she died some years later, Mooers 
married a white woman. In 1846 he came to Shakopee where he built a 
cabin in which he lived until 1849 when he left tor Fort Ridgley where he 
died in 1858. His son John remained at Shakopee for some years. (23) 


In the summer of 1851 David Faribault started a rival to Holmes’ em- 
bryo city, about a mile and a half east of present Shakopee. A few shan- 
ties were built and a small colony of half breeds gathered about, but the 
rival could not keep step with the more vigorous growth of the older town 
and was soon abandoned. 


Besides those mentioned, John C. Sommerville, Arnold Graffenstatt, 
and R. Lewis were at Shakopee during the winter of ’51. Sommerville 
and Graffenstatt spent most of the winter gathering logs at Spring Lake for 
the saw mill which Lewis intended to build, but never did. Several claim 
seekers came up from St. Paul and Mendota and located claims on which 
they built a claim shanty, or rather pen, for it was just a few logs thrown 
together without roof or door. Very few of these adventurers returned to 
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take up the land in accordance with the right of preemption. Daniel Apgar, 
who came with Holmes in ’51 was an exception. He marked out a claim 
and then went back to New York where he was married. Early the follow- 
ing spring he returned with his wife and his brother Ai G. and his wife. He 
was followed in October by his father, mother, and four younger children. 


~ Harrison Raynor came at that time, and also Joseph Graffenstatt who joined 


his brother. (24) 


During the same spring David L. Fuller, of St. Paul, purchased the 
site of Chaska from Mr. Holmes and also took half interest in Shakopee. 
Holmes shared this town site with Fuller to gain support against the rival 
‘town of Faribault, which was supported by Rice and Steele. (25) Others 
who arrived and located at or near Shakopee were Alvin Dorward and fam- 
ily, Abraham Bodnaman and family, Benjamin F. Turner and wife, Henry 
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Marclay and wife, Edward Smith, Wm. Holmes and family, Peter Atwood, 
Timothy Canty, Baptiste LeBeau and John Barclay. (26) 


Although Shakopee was the metropolis of the valley, and thought by 
many to be the head of navigation, it did not change in appearance to any 
great extent. By the end of 1852 there were six buildings within the 
present limits of Shakopee, excluding the Faribault house. There was 
Holmes’ log store on the east side of Holmes street, at the top of the river 
bank. It was 16x22 feet and although it contained two stories, it was 
only 9 feet high. The attic, which contained the sleeping quarters, was only 
the height of one log’s width at the sides and a man couldn’t stand erect in 
the very middle. A log kitchen with a lean-to roof was added in 1852. 
This place was torn down in the later sixties. (27) 
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The second building was the frame store that Holmes built in the early 
summer of ’52 about a hundred feet south of the log structure. It was 
comparatively pretentious, being 16x24 feet and 12 feet in height at the sides, 
having a square store tront facing west. It was used as a store by Holmes 
and Robert Kennedy until 1854, when it was taken over by George Barnes 
who conducted Shakopee’s first saloon in it. This building was torn down 
in 1889. Peter Atwood also built a building, consisting of a main part 16x24 
and two wings, 14x16 feet, on the north and south sides, the building faced 
the east. It became the first hotel, under the name of the Shakopee House. 
with Robert Kennedy as landlord. During the delays that were encountered 
in the construction of the Shakopee House, Atwood built a one story frame 
building on the lot now occupied by the post office for Harrison Raynor. 
L. M. Brown built a frame residence. The last building which was started. 
but not finished, was the frame building of Moses S. Titus. This building 
was a quarter of a mile outside the original townsite (lot 9, block 24 of Titus 
Addition). There were also four temporary shanties built during 1852. In 
the one occupied by Henry Marclay and his wife a son was born shortly after 
their arrival. The intant lived only four days, but will live on in history 
as the first white person to be born and the first white person to die within 
the city of Shakopee. (28) 


At the beginning of 1853 there was very little change in the population 
from what it had been the previous fall. The winter, although unusually 
mild, had isolated the town and ended building activities. But with the 
coming of spring building was resumed. During ’53 three hotels were 
erected; The Wasson House on Holmes Street which was the first building 
in Shakopee to be painted, the Pennsylvania House, and the New Shakopee 
House, which later became the hardware store of George Reis. (29) A Mr. 
Coulton built the first brick house in Shakopee which later was the residence 
of D. L. How and is now used as a hospital and residence by Dr. P. M. 
Fischer. (30). David Fuller and Holmes built brick buildings with a com- 
mon wall on the Holmes Street levee, one was a warehouse and the other 
a store. (31) Several residences were built. This was the year in which 
the Indians were moved and in which L. M. Brown and Dr. F. N. Ripley, 
the first lawyer and physician respectively, settled in Shakopee. At the 
foot of Cass Street, Holmes put a ferry in operation. A post oftice was 
established in December, with T. A. Holmes as postmaster, but actual ser- 
vice did not begin until January 10, 1854. It was also in this year that 


the first marriage was performed, that of James White and Mrs. Reynolds. 
(32). 


Steamboat arrivals occurred almost every week during the navigation 
season of 1853, bringing merchandise and settlers. During this year Shako- 
pee gained another means of communication with the outside world. A 
Stage line was put into operation from St. Paul to Mankato, passing through 
the growing village. (33). 


By the legislative act of March 5, 1853, Scott County was organized 
and the county seat located at Shakopee. The first officers of the county 
were appointed by Governor Ramsey from people living in or near Shakopee. 
They were: Ai G. Apgar, sheriff; Daniel Apgar, justice of the peace; Thomas 
S. Turner, chairman of the county board; Frank Wasson and Comfort Barnes, 
commissioners. The first election was held the third Monday in September 
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at the Wasson House which was the only polling place in the county, since 
the whole county constituted only one election precinct. The first term 
of the district court was held in Holmes Hall on the same day, with Andrew 
G. Chatfield, associate justice presiding. (34). 


The year of 1854 was the beginning of a period of rapid growth which 
was to continue with increasing momentum until it reached its greatest 
height in the boom of ’57, and then to be cut short by the panic. On May 
5th, Shakopee got a valuable bit of advertising, and quite by accident too. 
After failing to get over the Carver rapids, the Minnesota Belle, a boat from 
Pittsburg bound for the upper valley, was obliged to tie up at Shakopee 
and discharge its large cargo of passengers and freight, to the great delight 
of the local populace. To them this event proved that Shakopee was the 
head of navigation, and it was extensively used to secure new settlers. (35). 


Miss Mary Jane Turner opened the first public school in the fall. As 
the year drew to a close, Shakopee had developed into more than just a 
speculative townsite. Settlers began to come from the East and from north- 
ern Europe to settle on the Minnesota River at the “head of navigation.” 


In 1855 Allen Green established the Shakopee Independent, the first 
newspaper in Shakopee, and it is claimed by many to have been the first 
in the Minnesota Valley. The second issue of the paper was published on 
November 10th. It contained poetry, an editorial on Queen Victoria and 
Napoleon, the latest news from the Criniean War, discussion on slavery, an 
editorial on the benefits of Minnesota, and the following editorial dealing 
with an important local question: 


“Let There Be Light” 


“A proposition has been made and subscription started for 
the purpose of raising funds for a thorough lighting of our 
streets. This is a movement in the right direction, too, and we 
feel confident that the practical way in which it has been taken 
hold of will ensure its speedy consumation.” (36) 


Many years passed, however, before there was light, and late return- 
ing swains were left to their own resources to keep from falling over a sleep- 
ing cow or dog. 


Among the advertisers are names that are connected with and familiar 
in early Shakopee history. We find Thomas J. Galbraith, who later became 
Indian Agent, making it known that he was an “Attorney at Law and Com- 
missioner for Pennsylvania. (in) Shakopee, Minnesota Territory.” (37). 
There are the names of Hollund and Warner, Dr. Weiser, D. M. Storer, Wake- 
field and Brown, G. W. Hidden, and many others. There was the adver- 
tisement of “Tom"’ Holmes announcing his new townsite of Greenwood at 
the forks of the Crow River in Hennepin County twenty-three miles from 
Shakopee and thirty-three from St. Anthony. (38) Evidently Holmes was 
getting restless and wanted to move on as he had always done. Quoting 
the Independent of a later date we find that: “He stated that he had never 
seen a railroad car or telegraph wire. Said he, ‘Im a leetle too fast for 
your railroads and telegraphs—they can’t keep up with me.’ It was his in- 
tention to go to the Pacific shore in Oregon and lay out a town where one 
of the Pacific Railways must have a terminus.” (39) Holmes never realized 
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his intention, but in 1857 he started the settlement of Holmes City in Doug- 
las County and in 1862 he founded Bannock City, Montana. (40). 


In later issues of the paper we find the names of Henry Hinds, at- 
torney; Hirscher and Peters furniture store; Isaac Lincoln’s saw mill; and 
the advertisement of J. Miller’s “Ice Cream Saloon,” which must have made 
many a heart beat in anticipation, for, it informed the public that “during 
the warm season ladies and gents will be served with that delicious lux- 
ury.” There was also the following unique advertisement: 


“A wife wanted” by a man of 21 who is a good and intelli- 
gent business man. “She must be intelligent, modest, good house- 
keeper and capable of raising a small family. If she owns pro- 
perty, no objection will be made.” (41). 


The Independent did not have the journalistic field to itself. The 
Valley Herald was soon established, and lasted about three years, as did 
the Scott County Democrat, established in 1859. The Republican Advocate 
lasted from 1856 to ’59. The Shakopee Spy lasted for two years and the 
Shakopee Reporter and the Scott County Mirror were short lived. The 
Shakopee Argus, which is still published as the Shakopee Argus-Tribune, 
was not established until 1861. (42) 


In the fall of °55 plans for the Court House were drawn. It was to 
be two stories high exclusive of the basement, 64 feet in length and 42 feet 
in height. The basement was to be used as a jail and the ground floor 
to be made into various offices for county purposes. The plans were drawn by 
a Mr. Hood, and it was estimated that it would cost about $19,000. (43) It was 
to be built on the block donated by Holmes and Fuller. However, nothing was 
done until August 6th, 57 when Comfort Barnes’ proposal to build the Court 
House was accepted. Work was commenced according to the previous plans, 
and bonds to the amount of $10,000 were issued. Owing to the financial strin- 
gency caused by the panic, they were disposed of with great difficulty, and 
then at a large discount. The walls were erected, but lack of funds pre- 
vented the completion of building operations. The following fall the Court 
House was completed by local private subscription, due to a threatening 
county seat removal fight. (44). 


The town continued its rapid growth during 1856 and on May 23rd, 1857, 
Shakopee was incorporated; the organization was completed on the 13th of 
August the same year. The first officers were: Mayor, N. M. D. McMullen; 
Treasurer, E. Lincoln; Recorder, A. O. Risley; City Attorney, J. M. Holland; 
and Aldermen, Isaac Lincoln, Peter Yost, T. A. Holmes and J. R. Hinds. The 
city organization of °57 lasted until 1862 when the charter was surrendered 
and Shakopee lapsed into township organization until 1866. (45) 


From 1857 to 1860 the town was affected by the panic, and although 
settlement continued, the big boom was at an end and things quieted down 
until the war clouds of the 60’s roused the city. However, in May, 1858, 
some of the citizens witnessed an exciting event in the last battle between 
the Sioux and the Chippewa Indians, the Battle of Shakopee. ‘Ever since 
the Dakotas had been exiled to their reservation on the upper Minnesota 
some of the bands were wont to return in summer to their ancient homes, 
where they were tolerated and even welcomed by the whites. In May, 1858, 
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some 150 of Shakopee’s band were in camp just below the nascent village 
on the Minnesota .... On the early morning of the 27th one of the men 
fishing in the Minnesota River was shot at from the north bank. The Sioux 
warriors recognized the hostile shot.” They secured arms from the citizens 
of Shakopee, many of whom went down to see the battle from the high 
river bank. A Sioux woman put the braves across the river at Murphy’s 
ferry and they found cover in the ‘‘narrows.” The Chippewa made a sud- 
den attack and departed. (46) The Sioux brought back four or five bodies 
which were scalped, beheaded and terribly mutilated by the squaws, to such 
an extent that when one of the white witnesses of the battle, George F. 
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Coller, returned home and began relating the proceedings to his wife, it 
nauseated her just as it had the men as they watched the squaws swing the 
entrails of the unlucky Chippewas over the open fires. 


In September of 1859 Shakopee was visited by the great German 
statesman and writer, Carl Schurz. He came up the river from Fort Snel- 
ling. The Minnesota, he said, with its hilly, gently sloping banks was like 
the most beautiful parts of the famed Rhine of his native land and it awak- 
ened recollections of the Fatherland. He was met by “the only musical 
instruments in the village, two small drums and a big one.” That evening 
he addressed a large gathering in both German and English. The following 
morning he left for Chaska and Waconia. 


‘A few days later saw the distinguished visitor back in Shakopee for a 
short stay during which he wrote the following brief but interesting letter 


‘to his wife. 


“Shakopee, 

September 22, 1859 

6 A. M. 

“This is a great country. At four o’clock yesterday [ was through 

with my meeting at Shaska (Chaska) and set out, by way of Shakopee, where 


12 


aa oie ty ane ihe 4 | 
eh es eee nee Fe hin el 

<meta HER ete, cet pad ao | 

ie aha an pps ween Le hyphen 

eid mt sis 


. 
¥ 


nd pha S tear tt winapi bi i 


; 
addbiert avs “ag HORM Ae ’ 


Pond os .nwenae, ot. Ge Rapti lohvees ty $i 
GEG | (pat FAN wags sin eee sai 


ae 
- 
' 


penlainar | 
} a, vw 
ae am, a 
‘ ; 
' * 
eo fi Aa r seh sean st rt 


/! a: "7 " > all fe! 
bet v : Pan Waa i he 
iw ee 8 *; “i 0) 
ih eg ate bs, “ dat petty idan Siang” 
¢ 4 . ~~ 


pF el » ak de SRE hy 
cin ee Cy ata ial solic aa ae 
> j he Gar! 4 ” * 
' 
. i canine ip teen ty Bi os 
+ ‘er ~~? 
ft ; b | 
J 
“ 


So 40 USCA at 40 4) ‘f 
’ aE ths Shasta ann mreeyayyytd Ot) widens th Anya ‘ aie rm" . 
rte a ct vial aS ‘ ; nt ss i ‘ : 


; A ' 
| he selina a> ae en amet akc bi 
| ‘ ee ee sai aiaae } a uf 1 Orde) r NK f 


* 
~ 4 tate e his ementtet esha tate eel | iach clade lage ghabelra 


a ow uae ny waenbonens ary ntseiee raat pon sane banuiie wins 
i al te wee fv rye) fans wn Avian went matt cre Mm: eo fealty “eet hasws 
3 aah ti nt ty ve sth ra besa ony, we ae 


3 Bi Ans F wit) youlr of ee qed ott Wena that presi qe oe 7, 
| vind gargs ee AUD atk aii ita pe Unvasanih 9 
rabies Vet bik ; v4 nah HT ae: ota bariat ml ro np ak 
funlhetal wing «fh pee a a baabron ey watt: ig 
stil: ee TTT. wey i b Ree weroth eIny” ows, 
ni! wullod iT siFine re bs 48 nano died at quit : 1 he 
aie iat ed “none mae ea a 


“» a7 sido att ii) papa wre? suntan eat 
te ys se biaan si sett mnie camara “wt? enone | 
en 


‘4 4 
F f ¥ Ly re 


eoaonsttion’ here Hae rae ane 
a “AR ost qaelat se 

hie i 
Dp spaps ‘ean We 


vits 

: i 

ray! 

oe 

a war rie | 
x aon a f : 
f ; 


I spoke a4 few days ago, to go to Lexington ..... One mile from Shakopee 
my companion asked me to stop at a brewery on the way, which we accorda- 
ingly did. Suddenly we heard the “band” of Shakopee, made up of the 
familiar drums, and behold! the people otf Shakopee were coming in nine 
wagons, with flying banners, to give me a festive entrance to the place. 
My recent speech had delighted them so that they absolutely would have 
more. Thunder of 2 cannon, a bonfire, a hall packed to bursting with peo- 
ple, all the beautiful ladies of Shakopee sitting on the front benches. The 


excitement was tremendous. I spoke as never before, and all, male and 
female, were highly inspired. Today for Lexington. There goes the whis- 
tle of the steamer which should take this letter. Adieu, adiew: cae. > ry 


Brief as it was. Schurz’s visit left its mark, especially on those of 
German extraction and it came to the top in the election of 1860.* 


During all of the material prosperity, mixed with Indian Wars, religion 
was not neglected. In August of 1853 Reverend E. A. Greenleaf, who had 
been a missionary at Stillwater, came to Shakopee. “It seems much like 
going into the wilderness,” he wrote, “when I came here, but it appeared 
to me that we ought to have at least one missionary in the Valley of the 
Minnesota.” (47). Sunday services were held in a hall while much of the 
minister’s time was necessarily occupied at the outset with building “a rough 
board shanty” to shelter his wife and himself, because having spent every 
dollar he could command there was no possible way but to work with his 
own hands until the last nail was driven and “the rough structure perfected.” 
Another room was added to the living quarters to serve as a study and 
school room, Shakopee’s first school. The walls were only one thickness 
of pine boards, and it became so intensely cold that the pupils had to be 
dismissed because the stove did not furnish sufficient heat to keep them 
comfortable. 


With the coming of spring the minister’s desire for a church was 
again awakened. It was encouraged by two or three small donations from 
friends who felt an interest in the work; nearly all of whom were strug- 
gling for shelter and daily bread themselves. A larger donation of $100 
gave real impetus to the project. (48) During a rain which lasted several 
days, Bishop Kemper laid the corner-stone of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 
May 17, 1854. Building was started in fall by D. M. Storer and others. (49) 
Reverend Greenleaf left Shakopee in November of 1854 and was succeeded 
by Reverend Timothy Wilcoxson who held the first services in Shakopee’s 
only church building on August 26, 1855. During these years Reverend J. 
V. van Ingen and Reverend Thomas H. Pitts visited the congregation quite 
frequently. In 1855 Reverend E. S. Peake succeeded Reverend Wilcoxson 
and was followed in 1857 by Reverend E. P. Gray who remained until 1868 
when Reverend George V. Palmer came to minister to the congregation. (50) 


Reverend Pond, who had come to Shakopee in 1847, began preaching 
to the whites in 1852, thus the Presbyterian Church has been active over 
eighty-five years in all and more than eighty of those years have been de- 
voted to the whites at Shakopee. (51) At first the services were held 
in the mission house, but this soon became too small and the worshippers 
moved to the unfinished law offices of Henry Hinds. Later they moved to 
the upper floor of Holmes Hall, where they often had to move whiskey 
cases out of their way before they could assist at services. In 1856 a church 
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was erécted on Second Street, just a block east of the present church. (52) 
This was their first real house of worship, and Shakopee’s second frontier 
temple of prayer. Its founder, Reverend S. W. Pond remained pastor un- 
til 1867. (53) He died in 1891. (54) 


On January 1, 1856, the Catholics had their first opportunity to attend 
Holy Mass, which was read by Reverend George Keller, pastor of the As- 
sumption Church of St. Paul, in the home of Anton Entrup. The Catholics 
then determined to meet six days later at the store of George F. Coller. (55) 
At the first meeting they elected H. H. Strunk, President; George F. Col- 
ler, Treasurer: and Anton Entrup, Secretary. The meetings were conducted 
in the most strict parliamentary manner. A subscription list for a church 
building was taken up, totaiing the sum of $419 in pledges from $1.00 to $50, 
there being only three, H. H. Strunk, George F. Coller, and Adolph Albach- 
ten, who pledged $50.00. It is interesting to note that out of the $419 which 
was pledged $64.30 was contibuted by non-Catholics, among whom were: 
J. Galbraith, who pledged $15.00; Henry Hinds, T. A. Holmes, and J. C. Som- 
merville who pledged $5.00 each; Wm. McKeen pledged $4.30 and others 
pledged smaller sums. Another interesting thing to note is that all the 
pledges were paid. (56) 


They had meetings every month at Coller’s “Blue Store.” On March 
3rd they determined to buy lots 4 and 5 of block 46 (the present church 
block) for $250.00. On May 5th they decided to build a church of stone. 
It was to be 50x23 feet. (57) In August they agreed to build a pastor’s 
house and school, both of which were to be 23x26 feet, and the contracts 
were let. The church contract went to Adam Koerner, carpenter, and An- 
ton Entrup, stone mason. (58) 


The Catholics depended on missionary services of either Father George 
Keller of St. Paul, or Father Valentine Sommereisen of Mankato until July 
when Reverend J. Mehlmann was appointed as a resident pastor. (59) He 
was a diocesan priest, and was succeeded in 1857 by the Benedictine Fa- 
thers, of whom Reverend Benedict Haindl, O.S.B. was the first. Born in 
Bavaria in 1815, he came to America in 1846, and was ordained at St. Paul 
by Bishop Cretin. Father Benedict was elected Prior of the Benedictine 
monastery near St. Cloud in 1858 and was succeeded as pastor of St. Mark’s 
by Reverend Cornelius Wittmann, O.S.fR. 


Father Cornelius, a native of Bavaria also, had been sent to Minne- 
sota by the Abbot of St. Vincent’s Abbey at Latrobe, Pennsylvania, in 1856. 
He was not yet a priest, but on May 17th, 1856, with Father Bruno Riss 
who had accompanied him to Minnesota, was ordained in St. Paul by Bishop 
Cretin, and both priests were sent to St. Cloud to work under the direc- 
tion of their immediate superior, Very Reverend Father Demetrius di Maro- 
gna, O.S.B., who had come to Minnesota with them. These three men were 
the first priests of the order of St. Benedict in this state. Father Cornelius 
Was sent to Shakopee in 1858 and was succeeded by Reverend Meinulph 
Stuckenkemper, O. S. B. who in turn was succeeded in 1859 by Father Eber- 
hard Gahr, O. S. B. (60) 


A Methodist Episcopal Church was erected in 1867, but services were 
held by Reverend S. L. Leonard as early as 1853. (61) St. John’s Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church was organized in 1860, with Reverend A. Blumer as the 
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pastor and J. G. Schuetz, Wm. Kurz, and Wm. Fischer as trustees. (62) In 
1862 they built a frame church on Second Street, near where the railroad 
shops were located. 

The close cf the fifties found Shakopee on the road to success. 
Material prosperity was at hand for the industrious and thrifty settlers, 
and their spiritual welfare was provided for by the various churches, all 
of which had passed from the mission status into regularly organized par- 
ishes. The young city was like a toddling babe; it was full of confidence, 
self assurance and desire to stand on its own never dreaming of the many 
crises that were soon to present themselves. 


(16) Buck, James S. PIONEER HISTORY OF MILWAUKEE 24. 
17) Keys in WISCONSIN HISTORICAL COLLECTION Vol. 11 page 418. 
Jones in WISCONSIN HISTORICAL COLLECTION Vol. 6 page 427. 
(18) Meyer in WISCONSIN HISTORICAL COLLECTION Vol. 14 page 207. 
(19) Kessinger, L. HISTORY OF BUFFALO COUNTY, WISCONSIN, pages 
227 and 631. 
WISCONSIN HISTORICAL COLLECTION Vol. 16, page 389 
(20) LEGISLATIVE MANUAL OF 1925, page 101. 
(21) Neill HISTORY OF MINNESOTA VALLEY 296. 
(22) Hinds SKETCH OF SHAKOPEE 10ff 
(23) Neill MACALESTER COLLEGE CONTRIBUTIONS Second Series, 
page 176 
Folsom, W. H. C. FIFTY YEARS IN THE NORTH WEST 607 
MINNESOTA HISTORY Vol. 2, page 261 
Hinds SKETCH OF SHAKOPEE 10 
SCRAP BOOK OF MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY Vol. 2 page 21 
(24) Hinds, SKETCH OF SHAKOPEE  10ff 
Neill HISTORY OF MINN. VALLEY 304 
(25) Neill HISTORY OF MINN. VALLEY 297 
(26) Hinds SKETCH OF SHAKOPEE 12 
(27) Ibid 17 
(28) Ibid 14ff. 
(29) Ibid 28. 
(30) Neill HISTORY OF THE MINN. VALLEY 298. 
(31) Ibid 298. 
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Hinds SKETCH OF SHAKOPEE 32ff. 

Larsen, A. J.. in MINNESOTA HISTORY, Dec. 1930, P. 402. 
Hinds SKETCH OF SHAKOPEE  30ff. 

Diary of D. M. Storer, Folio of Oct. 1852, page 77. 

DAILY MINNESOTA PIONEER, May 6, 1854. 

Hinds SKETCH OF SHAKOPEE _ 33. 

SHAKOPEE INDEPENDENT Nov. 10, 1855. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

SHAKOPEE INDEPENDENT Dec. 8, 1855. 

Bryan, C. S. HISTORY OF UPPER MISSISSIPPI VALLEY 287. 
MINN. HIST. BULLETIN Vol. 6, page 372. 

SHAKOPEE INDEPENDENT Dec. 8, 1855. 

Neill HISTORY OF MINN. VALLEY 302. 

SHAKOPEE INDEPENDENT Dec. 26, 1855. 

Hinds SKETCH OF SHAKOPEE  36ff. 

Ibid. 35. 

MINNESOTA IN THREE CENTURIES Vol. 3, p. 435. 
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Reverend Charles W. Baxter’s letter to Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Storer. 
Ibid. . 

Storer’s Diary, folio dated May 1854, p. 26ff. 

REGISTER NO. 1 of Episcopal Diocese of Minn. page 11. 

Baxter’s Letter to Storers. ‘ 

Pond, E. J. A WRITTEN COMMUNICATION TO THE WRITER. 
Pond, in SHAKOPEE ARGUS-TRIBUNE, Feb. 20, 1930. 

Gale, Rev. Robert. A list of Presbyterian Pastors given to the writer. 
Gale ANNIVERSARY PAMPHLET OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH. 

Plut, Rt. Rev. Mgr. Alois GOLDENES JUBILAUM VON ST. MARK- 
US GEMEINDE. 3. 

Translated from the first parish book, P. 1. 

Ibid 5. 

Ibid 16. 

Plut GOLDENES JUBILAUM VON ST. MARKUS GEMEINDE 7. 
Hoffmann, Rev. Alexius, O.S.B. Written information concerning the 
Benedictines sent to writer. 

Plut. GOLDENES JUBILAUM VON ST. MARKUS GEMEINDE 7. 
Savs, Very Rev. Dean M. DIAMOND JUBILEE OF ST. MARK’S 
CHURCH. 

Hinds SKETCH OF SHAKOPEE 40. 

Mathiae, Rev. Geo. L. LIST OF PASTORS. 
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office seekers after the spoils of office. Oh! won't there be a 
grand scramble about the 4th of next March. ‘Come ye faith- 
ful. poor and meedy” Old Abe has got offices for ‘ye all’.” (67) 


Below this came the painful admission of their disappointment “that 
Breck. and Lane did not poll a heavier vote in the county. The vote will 
not exceed fifty im the entire county.” (6S) 


Events followed ome another in lightning succession as the Union 
struggied with the storm. “Late News” from the South indicated that 
disunion was rampant in South Carolina and that Georgia was acting cau- 
tiously over the whole matter. while Virginia, the “state of presidents,” 
ealled an extra session of the state legislature. (69) Little did the editors 
realize the importance of the “very latest” news from the South. or they 


ZA —L_—_—__ 
HORACE B. STRAIT 
would not hare printed on page two of their paper on the 22nd of Decem- 
ber that “South Carolina Secedes . . . . By this act. she is no longer a 
member of the Union. The Union is at last dissolved ...~ (70) No doubt 
the editors believed. like legions of others, that the Union could be dis- 
solved and that the “erring sisters should depart in peace.” 


However, peace was not to be. Civil War im all its grim horror 
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clutched- the nation in its gory talons. Fort Sumter had fallen prey to 
Confederate guns and the North was finally roused to realization, which 
was followed by action. All Northern factions fell in line behind Lincoln 
and the Union just as the Scott County Democrat had when it declared 
that the “troops must fight through. We all are for the Union, come weal 
or come woe.” (71) Shakopee, still an outpost of the advancing civiliza- 
tion, responded to Lincoln's call for men with the patriotism that is so 
characteristic of the frontiersman. Sturdy Germans who had fought “mit 
Siegel,” Irish who had fied the famine, Swiss, Canadians, French, English 
—mien from every one of the many nations that had sons in the village of 
_ the prairie, joined the troops that left Minnesota, and many of them wrote 
their epitaph in blood that “the nation might live.” In addition to send- 
ing her men as privates, the young city sent a physician and three officers 
ranking as captain or higher into the Grand Army of the Republic. Doctor 
Weiser was the physician. and the officers were Horace B. Strait, who en- 
listed as a captain and was honorably discharged with the rank of major: . 
L. L. Baxter, who became a colonel; and John H. Theis, who was made a 
brevet captain. (72) 


Shakopee was also active on the “home front.” In May the follow- 
ing notice was published in the Democrat: 


“The home guard met for their first drill on Tuesday 
evening last, and again on Thursday evening. Forty-seven 
ames are enrolled: less than ‘5 were out to drill—The Com- 
pany will drill on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday next, in the 
evening. Meeting at 7-%+ P. M. Roll call at $8.” (73) 


On June 8S. 1861 the Democrat came out in deep mourning, and well 
that it should. It mourned the loss of a man who indirectly benefited 
Shakopee on several occasions when he befriended the residents of what is _ 
now the State of Minmesota. Stephan A. Douglas had died. 


The war wazed on. More men were called, and the summer of 1862 
saw Shakopee, like countless other communities, with a depleted male 
population. struggling under the ever increasing burdens of war. But as 
though this were not enough, a second torment more horrible than the first. 
struck terror into the brave hearts of the froentiersmen. The Indians were 
on the war-path. On Sundar. the i7th of August, several Indians of Shako- 
pee’s band murdered five whites mear the town of Acton, thirty-five miles 
northeast of the Lower Agency. (74) That very evening the Indians held 
a council at Little Crow's village near the agency. Chief Shakopee, (Little 
Six), the son of old Shah-kpa-dan, was there. He had always scorned the 
whites and favored war against then., Dut not knowing what to do followed 
in the able lead of Little Crow. (75) The Indians, angered at the delay 
of the annuity parments and fearing punishment for the massacre com- 
mitted by some of Shakopee’s braves, decided to attack while most of the 
white men were in the South. With a ferocity and brutality that was 
horrible, the Sioux spread death and terror at the Lower Agency. 


_ Fortunately the indians never reached Shakopee, but fugitives from 
the massacre constantly hastened through on their way to Fort Snelling. 
Each group brought news more horrible than their predecessors, and each 
group reported that the painted warriors were rapidly approaching. When 
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to cast their vote accordingly. ($2) The Argus also offered the following 
alternative: 


“If you want more drafts and the continuance of the war 
for four years longer. give your support to Abe Lincoln. He 
will have more men killed and squander more money than any- 
body else possibly could. (Portsmouth Ohio Times) 

“That is a fair statement of an undisputed proposition. 
According to present appearances, the number of those who will 
vote for Lincoln will be few indeed.” ($+) 


Distributed throughout the body of the paper were short comments 
that: “Abolitionists dance. while soldiers die: negroes laugh, while widows 
ery;” and “Let Treason and Abolitionism be buried in the same coffin.” (S85) 
Many shared in the belief of Macdonald and there were many Democrats 
in Shakopee, but evidently fearine to “change horses in the middle of a 
stream.” they cast their votes for President Lincoln's re-election. The 
election over, the Argus returned to full support of the Republican President 
and published the statement of the defeated Democratic candidate, Major- 
General McClellan. that: ~The Comstitution and Union must be preserved, 
whatever may be the cost in time, treasure and blood.” (36) 


Fortunately, less than 2 year passed before peace came and Shakopee 
could join countless other communities in the celebration of the momentous 
event. The new court house was the center of celebration. A contem- 
porary account describes it as being “gorgeously illuminated with candles 
im every window.” But the joy of victory was suddenly hushed. Lincoln 
had been 2ssassinated. It was again the Democratic Argus that voiced 
the feeling of the majority from its pages bordered in deep mourning. Ther 
asked the question that was in the mind of almost everyone: Who can 
fill the place of the martyred Lincoln? The Argus believed that it “could 
at omce propose many able and wise men. but they all seemed lacking the 
great qualities of a leader so recently manifested in the acts of Abraham 
Lincolm . . . one of the greatest and noblest men of the age.” (S7) 


The assassination of Lincoln was mourned by the great majority. 
but some were indifferent or even cynical The Methodist Episcopal con- 
gregation was holding a memorial service for Lincoln, when they were 
suddenly interrupted by a man in the congregation who shouted: “I want 
to hear-no apologies for our public men here. Eighteen hundred years 
ago Jesus Christ was killed. and how many tears are shed for Him here 
today?” (SS) A moment later the speaker of these words was compelled 
to leap out of a window for his safety. He soon acknowledged that his 
remarks were indiscreet. but even then he was not safe from public wrath. 
A few days later he received the following communication through the mail: 


“You are hereby notified that if found in this town 10 days 
from this note you will be waited on by the lovers of decency 
and good order. Our motto is the halter to educated traitors 
and tar and feathers to such as You. 

Per Order of the Committee.” (S93) 
Feeling cooled off. and the dire threat was never carried out. 


Turning from national and state to local affairs, we find the same hectic 
conditions—excitement. reckless speculation, and headlong plunging. In 
1860 M. Hess Dunaad was elected mayor under the original city charter, 
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which was surrendered soon after and Shakopee fell back under township 


government. (90) It was not until 1866 that Shakopee was incorporated as 


a village by the State Legislature. (91) 
During 1864 St. Mary’s Catholic Church was built. Previous to this 
time the English-speaking Catholics attended services with the German 
Catholies at St. Mark’s Church. Reverend Father Oster was the first priest 
to serve the congregation of St. Mary’s, and Father Stevenson was the first 


resident pastor. (92) 


In spite of the fact that it lost some of its parishioners to the newly 
organized church, the congregation of St. Mark grew so rapidly that the 
original building was soon too small. To care for the growing parish, the 
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THE NEW ST. MARK’S CHURCH 


SHOWING THE ORIGINAL BUILDING AT THE RIGHT 


cornerstone of the present church was laid in 1865 by the Right Reverend 
Thomas L. Grace, the second bishop of St. Paul; Reverend Eberhard Gahr, 
O.S.B. was the pastor. With the exception of the tower, the church was 
finished in 1868 during the pastorate of Father George Scherer, O.S.B. This, 
the present edifice, was blessed on the bitter cold day of December Sth by 
Bishop Grace with Right Reverend Rupert Seidenbusch, Abbot of St. John’s 
Abbey, and many other priests as his assistants. On the night of the 7th, the 
parishioners of St. Mark met his Lordship at the railroad station then in the 
east end of tcwn, and with a brass band in torch light procession they es- 
corted him to the parish house. The band proudly marching at the head 
of the procession played its most joyous tunes, but alas and alack! Before 
they had paraded ten blocks there wa3 deep silence, broken only by the 
beating of the old bass drum, the music was frozen in the horns, (93) 


Father George was soon succeeded by Father Bruno Riss, O.S.B., who 
had come to Minnesota in 1856 with Father Demetrius, O.S.B. and Father 
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Cornelius, O.S.B. In 1869 the Benedictine Fathers gave up St. Mark’s parish 
to concentrate their forces nearer to the new center of activity in the vicin- 
ity of St. John’s Abbey at Collegeville, Minnesota, and Father Gregory Koer- 


THE BENEDICTINE FATHERS 


Top Row—Left to Right—Rev. Benedict Haindl, O.S.B., Rev. Eberhard Gahr, O.S.B., 
Rev. Cornelius Wittmann, O.8.B. Bottom Row—Rev. Bruno Riss, O.S.B., 
tev. Meinrlph Stuckenkemper, O.S.B., Rev. George Scherer. O.S.B. 


ing, a diocesan priest. was appointed hy Bishop Grace as pastor of St. Mark’s. 
The newly organized parish of St. Mary was also placed in his charge and it 
remained in care of the pastor of St. Mark’s until 1878, during Father Plut’s 
first pastorate, when St. Mary’s was again given their own priest. (94) 


The year 1867 saw the resignation ot Reverend Samuel W. Pond who 
was pastor of the Presbyterian Church and who had been such a prominent 
figure in the religious and civil history of the State and of Shakopee. 
Reverend Thomas Campbell took the place of Reverend Pond. (95) In 1869 
Reverend Hoffmann became pastor of St. John’s Evangelical’ Lutheran 
Church. (96) During 1864 St. Peter's Episcopal Parish built its second 
church. Reverend George V. Palmer succeeded the Reverend E. P. Gray 
as pastor in 1868, and remained in charge of the congregation until 1871. (97) 


For more than a decade and a half Shakopee was without railroad 
communication with the outside world. [In 1858 the Southern Minnesota 
Railroad Company began to build a roadbed preparatory to the laying of iron, 
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(steel was not used for rails at that time) but the venture was given up be- 
fore they even got that far. By an act of the Legislature on March 4, 1364, 
the Minnesota Valley Railroad Company was organized with title to all the 
lands, powers and privileces cranted by the Congressional Land Grant Act 
to the Southern Minnesota Road Actual repair work started on the old 
roadbed in the spring of 1965 between Shakopee and Mendota. The laying 


—— 
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ST. PETER’S CHURCH 


of irom was pushed with such rapidity from Mendota that on the night of 
November 11. 1865. the first railroad train puffed into Shakopee: it was the 
construction train drawn by engine No. 1. the Mankato, but the few Indians 
that remained im the vicinity must certainly have thought that old No. 1, 
wreathed im steam and smoke. and shooting fire from its stack. was the 
Beelzebub that Christian missionaries had warned them against—at least 
they acted like it. Shortly after. a combination emgime and passenger car 
mamed The Shakopee (Dummy) made regular trips between Shakopee and 
Mendota- 


During the mext year, the road was extended the six miles from Men- 
dota to West St. Paul. and Belle Plaime was reached in the fall of 66. Joint- 
ly with the Minmesota Central road {mow part of the Milwaukee system) 2 
bridge was throen across the Mississippi River and the road was continued > 
to the site of the present Union Depct in St. Paul. During the same year. 
1863. the road reached Lake Crystal and in 1870 reached St. James, a distance 
of 122 miles from St. Paul On April 7. 1869. the name of the Minnesota 


Valier Railroad Company was changed to the St. Paul and Sioux City Rail- 
road Company. because of the projected road into Iowa. (938) 


Im the same year that the railroad came, the First National Bank was 
organized with David Lennox How as President, and F. L. Balch as 
Cashier. (99) 


Another attack of “wanderfust™ prompted Thomas A. Holmes to organ- 
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common, while at least once every summer a notice like the following would 
send a tremor of anticipation up and down the spinal cords of all “kids” 
six or sixty: 


“The Largest Show Ever in Minnesota 
150 Men and Horses 
Major Brown’s 
Monster Colosseum and Great Circus will 
exhibit at 
Shakopee on Wednesday August 4, 1857” (107) 


Panoramas, the great grandfather of our modern talkies. were not 
very common. One of the greatest to come to Shakopee was “The Great 
Arctic Panorama” which, according to the Democrat, “will be exhibited at 
the Court House on Monday and Tuesday evenings. The painting occupies 
no less than 30,000 feet of canvas, and introduces every incident that oc- 
curred to Doctor Kane during the two year search for Sir John Franklin.” 
(108) 


The club and society movement, so popular throughout the entire 
country during this period, made its way into the prairie city. Shakopee 
Lodge No. 6, A. F. and A.M. was organized in 1854. The charter was- 
withdrawn in 1860, but in ’63 the present King Solomon’s Lodge No. 44 
was organized. In 1855 a lodge of the I. O. of O.F. was organized, and lasted 
until 1864. The I.O. of G.T. established a lodge in ’58 which lasted three 
years. St. Johns’ Society was organized in 1866 by local influential Catho- 
lics, and still exists. (109) 


Thus we see that while Shakopee was a frontier town, it was not an 
uncultured, unsocial and barren place. Quite the contrary was true, and 
soon the town was to advance beyond the frontier status. In addition to 
the river and wagon road, the railroad supplied connected transportation with 
the East. Unstable frontier activity was being rapidly supplanted by more 
stable action, and by the year 1870 Shakopee was confident and ready to 


strike out on a new course of development and progress. 


(63) VALLEY HERALD Nov. 12, 1856. 

(64) Ibid Dec. 24, 1856. 

(65) Ibid June 10, 1856. 

(66) SCOTT COUNTY DEMOCRAT Nov. 1860. 

(67) SCOTT COUNTY DEMOCRAT Nov. 10, 1860. 
(68) Ibid. 

(69) Ibid Noy. 12, 1869. 

(70) Ibid Dec. 22, 1860. 

(71) Ibid April 27, 1861. 

(72) Hon. Julius A. Coller. 

(73) SCOTT COUNTY DEMOCRAT May 25, 1861. 
(74) Neill HISTORY OF THE MINNESOTA VALLEY 195 
(75) MINNESOTA IN THREE CENTURIES V 3: 311. 
(76) MINNESOTA IN THREE CENTURIES V 3: 148. 
(77) ARGUS May 6, 1865. 
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Chapter IV 
MARCHING ON 
1870-1890 


In 1857 Ignatius Donnelly secured a charter from the state legisla- 
~ture to build a railroad from his town of Nininger near Hastings to St. Peter 
on the Minnesota River “upon as direct a lime as practicable .... which 
shall be determined by the Board of Directors.” (110). The people of 
Shakopee were promised that this road would pass through their city, but 
the road failed to materialize. In February of that same year, however, 
another road was chartered that eventually reached Shakopee; it was the 
P Hastings, Minnesota River, and Red River of the North Railroad Company. 
It was not until March 7, 1867 that an act was finally passed to accept the 
grant of 1857. The road was to extend from Hastings to Farmington, 
on through Shakopee and Chaska to the western boundary of the state. 
The name was shortened by resolution to The Hastings and Dakota Rail- 
road and ten years were allowed to complete the track to the state line. 
(111) The H. &. D. company encountered difficulties of various sorts, in 
which finances played the major role. In 1869 time for construction was 
extended two years in order to float their bonds and in 1871 it was necessary 
to extend it another year. The last extension was granted with the pro- 
vision that the charter would be forfeited if the line did not extend twenty 
miles west of the Minnesota River by 1872. 


When the surveyors reached Shakopee in the fall of 1869 they were 
met with the difficulty of securing a favorable right of way through the 
town and yet keep within their often pared budget. The more they nego- 
tiated the larger the obstacles seemed to grow. The officials of the road 
incensed by the unseeming delay and fearing that the same difficulties would 
be repeated in towns to the west, decided to make an example of Shakopee 
by building the road around the settled portion. At this point it may be 
recalled that the city charter of 1857 was surrendered in 1862 and Shako- 
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tension of the time for the building of said Hastings and Dakota 
Railroad” «116» 


Eventually. the road bought their richt of waz. but did not pay for 
it 238 2t omce. This ed to further delay. When the cradime crew reached 
Censfort Barnes property 2hout 2 block west of the place where the H. & PD. 
Was to cross the tracks of the St Paul and Sioux City Railroad (Omaha 
Road) they found Parnes and his som John standing on their property with 
thetr rifles. which rested om the hoard fence. pointed right at them. Briefly 
Be told the mem that the first ome of them that attemped to cross the fence 
before be was paid for his land would be shot. His determination con 
Vimeed the Swedis® er2adime crew as well as the H. & D. officials who at 
ouce dispatched Barnes his money. (117) This was the last difficulty en 
countered. The first traim om the H. & D-. puffed into Shakopee on Octe 
ber Lith. 1S71 om its way west. (113) 


Om PebBruary 7. 1872. Representative Chadderdon introduced 2 bill 
im the Howse for the removal of the County Seat from Shakopee to Jordan. 
aud thereby imitieted 2 series of County Seat fights between the two com- 
muumities. Om Pebruarr iith it passed the House without amendment. but it 
Was amended im the Semafte The House concurred m the Senate amend 
meat god the bill was engrossed amc sent to Governor Austin who refused 
te sigm f& £iLater another engrossed bill was presented to him. which aroid- 
ed the objections that be had to the first ome. and om February 29th he ap 
peeved of the pew BEL There is mo record. however, showing that the 
second Gi ever passed cither howse amd. therefore. aicwouch approved by 
tie Govermer. if mever became 2 Iaw. (119) A vote of the county had to 
be takem. aud the qucstion was decided im favor of Shakopee’s retention 
ef the County Seat bs 2 majority of $2 as the official vote tabulation re 
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Jordan remained active after the vote amd made another effort aft re 


moval 2 few years Inter. 


The County Seat victory was somewhat offset by Shakopee’s first sreat 
fire which oceurred earlier im 1872. destroyime the frame railroad shops of the 
Se. Pawl amd Sioux City road tegether with all equipment and five locomo 
tives. The fire was discovered af nime oclock im the evening and raged 


‘fer over two hours. Almost the whole population of Shakopee turned out 
_te the fre amd volumiecered their services which were imvaluable because 


there was mo organized fire department at that time. Im spite of the al 
mest continual drizzle and sleet. 2 high wind carried burnimg shingles and 
firebrand: onto the roof of the Henry Hinds home and that of the Lutheran 
Church Tie volunteers and spectators kept the roots covered with snow 
balls and avoided serious loss to the buildimgs.  # Nothime could be dome to 
save the sheps which were totally destrored: the Seott County Argus est? 
mated the less 2t $100.00. Fearime te lose the shops. 2 meeting was held 
te secure permament location and rebuilding of them and 2 bonus of $22.0 
was voted by the citizens with the provision that the shops be permanently 
Ieeated The bomus was rejected. but the shops were rebuilt. (13!) 


XG Butterfield. the master mechanic. lost his drafting instruments 
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in the fire and on the following evening was presented with $350 raised 
by popular subscription to purchase a new set. Most of the subscribers 
were people who felt that they were under personal obligation to Mr. 
Butterfield; others subscribed as evidence of the estimation in which he 
was held or to show their interest in the shops. The Scott County Argus 
of the following week gave a complete description of this presentation 
which was “accompanied by a neat speech from Mr. D. L. How.” 


The year 1870 marked an upward turn in the history of Shakopee 
that was well under way by 1873 in spite of several handicaps and setbacks. 
With all the bumptious gusto that characterized the settler and townbuilder 
of that period, the citizens set out to make Shakopee the leading city on 
the Minnesota River. Nothing was too great for them to attempt. Each 
victory added fuel to their enthusiasm and each defeat, of which there 
were a few, spurred them on to greater activity. In 1871 Senator Macdonald 
of Shakopee succeeded in getting a bill through the Senate designating 
Shakopee as the site for the state prison which was soon to be erected. 
But the House killed the bill and the penitentiary was later located at 
Stillwater. (122) The Scott County Agricultural Society was organized 
in January of 1872 and the first annual fair was held in October of that 
year. On January first of 1873 Shakopee was out of debt. The court 
house bonds were paid and there were no city, railroad or county debts. 
In the nine months previous the machine shops of the Sioux City road, 
which were being rapidly rebuilt, paid $37,788 in wages. 31,200 barrels 
of lime had been shipped the previous year from the local kilns. The 
Leary and Ries pop factory (now Jacob Ries Bottling Works) was put into 
operation. Railroad tickets to the value of $3,253 had been sold. This 
was certainly not a period of hard times for Shakopee. (123) 


The following year, 1874, saw even greater strides. In the spring 
of that year one hundred new houses were under construction. (124) The 
Minnesota Valley Academy, a recently organized Episcopal school under the 
direction of Reverend William R. Powell, was well patronized. The rail- 
road shops were in full operation by April and on the first of that month 
received twenty car loads of hard wood to be used in the construction of 
new cars. The national grange movement made itself felt by the organi- 
zation of a local Grange of the Patrons of Husbandry. (125) In the midst 
of this hustle and bustle the editor of the Scott County Argus saw one 
glaring fault and in an effort to remedy it published the following editorial: 


“BEAUTIFUL MUD” 


“Shakopee is naturally a very dry townsite. We might 
have dry walks at all seasons of the year at little expense, 
but the fact is we now have mud from one end of town to the 
other. Every year a thousand and more dollars are expended 
to build good streets for the horses to travel on .. .” (126) 


His efforts were well rewarded. By September 18,000 feet of wooden 
sidewalk had been built. 


However, this sober, vigorous growth was sharply punctuated in 
1876 by two visitations, the most theatrical of which appeared one 
evening in September. Three men clad in linen dusters drew up their beauti- 
ful horses in front of John Dean's blacksmith shop to have them shod. As 
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the hopes of the Jordan people as the following extract from a letter 
written by a Jordan correspondent in 1874 to the Scott County Argus pub- 
lished at Shakopee clearly shows: 
“Yesterday I counted 159 teams in our streets loaded with 
wood, which beats Shakopee by fifty. according to 2 statement 
you made in your paper some time ago. We feel confident. 
Mr. Editor, that were our strength measured by the amount of 
our wood, we would have no trouble in removing the County 
Seat, for which thing we ever remain, 
Hopeful.” (129) 


In Mareh of 1378 a bill for the removal of the County Seat from 
Shakopee to Jordan was urged upon the Legislature, but Mr. Hinds of 
Shakopee moved to indefinitely postpome the measure. The bill for re 
moval, however. came to a vote and was defeated by a count of 46 to 35. 
Although the Globe. 2 St. Paul paper. supported the bill they admired the 
skill and ability with which Mr. Hinds conducted the fight against the 
removal They said that “not ome false move was made, and every error 
of his opponent was made most of. Shakopee should be proud of her 
representative and his emiment services.” (139) 


Early im 1873 the people of Shakopee voted bonds to the amount of 
$20,900 to build a bridge across the Minnesota River. After bonds were 
issued the mext question to settle was the tocation of the bridge. V. D. 


ii. = 


Resa" | 


THE BRIDGE 


Simar was engaged as the enmgimeer to determime the best sife. He ex- 
amined the Lewis and Fuller Street sites. amd reported that the latter was 
the most economical ome because only ome center pier would hare to be 
built im addition to the twe abutments whereas a bridge at Lewis Street 
would require three piers im addition to the two abutments. 


After the engimeer made his report the Council deliberated on the 
question. A resolution was offered that the bridze be built at Fuller 
Street. which was the dividing lime between the First and Second Wards. 
Tt was passed by a vote of 5 to 4: the three Aldermen of the First Ward 
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and two of the Second voted for the Fuller Street site while one from the 
Second Ward and the three from the Third Ward were in opposition. Mayor 
Geyermann vetoed the resolution. At the next meeting of the Council 
the Aldermen tried to pass the resolution over the Honorable Mayor's veto 
but failed. A resolution to build the bridge at Holmes Street was offered 
as a sort of a compromise, but also failed in its purpose because, although 
passed by a 5 to 4 vote, Mayor Geyermann vetoed it. 


At the next meeting the Council attempted to pass the resolution 
over the mayor’s veto and again failed. Then the Aldermen began to 
“play horse.” By the same 5 to 4 vote the bridge was located at Cressey’s 
Ferry about a mile west of Holmes Street. And this was promptly vetoed. 
Jangling for a few more sessions the Council finally by a vote of 5 to 4 
located the bridge at Lewis Street. Alderman Busse swung the tide in 
favor of the chosen site. Mayor Geyermann approved the resolution and 
the bridge was located. Building was soon started and the bridge opened 
in 1880. : 


Intense feeling was aroused by the whole episode. The First Ward 
people who strongly supported the Fuller Street site, boycotted Geyermann’s 
General Store on Lewis Street. Geyermann was forced out of business and 
left town. It was some time before it could be reported “all quiet on the 
Minnesota.” (131) 


In May of 1878 the Benedictine Sisters left Shakopee. They had 
opened a school in 1859, the year of their arrival and by 1870 St. Gertrude’s, 
a large stone convent and academy for girls, was completed. The first 
commencement exercises of the academy took place the 20th of June, 1871 
and were described at great length in the St. Paul Pioneer of July 1, 1871. 
In Der Wanderer (a German Catholic paper published in St. Paul) of August 
26, 1871 the academy ran a notice that school would open on September 4th, 
and that board and tuition for the season would be $40.00, bedding and 
laundry 35.00, piano lessons $8.00, and guitar lessons $3.00. Lessons in 
cloth, wax work, and the making of paper flowers were extra. It seems 
almost impossible that the Sisters could furnish board and tuition at $40.00 
for a whole season, but they did and moreover they had the new building 
almost paid for by 1878. In that year there were 27 Sisters in the com- 
munity. Besides the girls’ academy which had an enrollment of 46 and 
St. Mark’s Parochial School with an enrollment of 150 girls and boys at 
Shakopee, the Sisters conducted parish schools at Carver, Belle Plaine, New 
Trier and Minneapolis. They also had charge of the German Catholic Or- 
phanage at St. Paul. It was in May of 1878 that the Benedictine convent 
amalgamated with a convent at St. Joseph, Minnesota, and the community 
left Shakopee. (132) 


Three School Sisters of the Notre Dame Order came to Shakopee on 
May 7th of the same year from Milwaukee. They succeeded the Bene- 
dictine Sisters as teachers in St. Mark’s School. A fourth Sister joined 
them in June. They and their successors, the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame of Mankato, have remained in Shakopee down to the present time. 
(1932) St. Gertrude’s Academy was never reopened. (133) 


Shakopee’s most disastrous fire occurred on October 2, 1879. It 
started in the brick wing of the National Hotel located at Holmes and 
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r eoucerned. the opportunity of beime able to render assistance 
te 2 neighboring city im distress is ample reward (124) 


The Sprime of 1990 saw Shakopee fully recovered from the fre The 
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Shakopee aud 2 suitzble SBuildimz erected However, the large force of 
mem expected to be emplored mever materizized. amd withim 2 year the 
Failread shops that bad Beem the pride and hope of the town were finally 
aud completely removed iE was om Saturday. April 14 18993. that the 
forty employees were paid off and discharged The machimery was moved 
te Hudson. Wisconsim amd most of the mem followed: the vacant buildize: 
alone stcod for mamy years 2s 2 comstamt reminder of what the shops had 
emee beem (137) [Im the same year Shakopee became 2 bramch station on 
the Sioux City read Traims from the West and South were rum imto the 
cities be way of Merriam Junction aud Chaska. This became effective 
im Jume_ (133) 


Staggered by these two Blows, Shakopee made 2 desperate effort to 
Breve toe herself and meighbers that she was mot 2 drimg city. Residemces 


leeated and operatime to capacity. (133) By 2 majerity of 33 at 2 special 
election held durimz February of ISSS it was decided to build the present 
ety ball (127) St. Mark's Scheol buildimg was erected: up to this time 
the oid church with 2 frame addition bas served zs 2 school and Sisters” 
residemece. A fire department was organized im the late fall (i141) 


The short but acute local crisis was passed by 1885 due largely to the 
@merey amd exertion of the people together with their fzith im Shakopee 
Quce mere the pendulum swume back towards contentment and happiness 
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Beverend Peter Jecam suceeeded Pather Pint wie bad beew 2 St. Maris 
stmuce 13536. ‘Father Jetam'’s pastorate was short. bat dorias £ be por 
chased the stowe SGoildime that Bad bowsed St. Gertrudes Academy from 
the Bemedictime Sisters and romodeied © into bis parsomaze 8 Eeverend 
Weadelm Stelz suceced+d Father Jeram i 1995. (1455) 


St. Joba's LatRer2n Comerecztion was 2dmimistered to Bs Beverecd 
Hoeffecam from: 1345 to 1374 wim be Ged His remaies sow rest mm V¥2b 
ley Cemetery. Reverend L. FPF. Frev followed bi: and was succeeded 57 
Bevrerend Cari Mende 199219 The Pastor from 1994-195: was Beverend 
FP. W. Spiediecr (147% Tie frame church Soll tem years ceariier as 


Proms 13465 until i873 St. Marys Charch was @ charg of the paz 
tors of St. Marks a 2 mizsiow choere®eh fm 1373 Beverend J. J. Sievm 
Was appomt<d pastor of the Emeiish spezikime cougrecsaztion. and remaimed 
for two years. Patter Coctian. S. J. was mm charge for part of 1881 and 
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was followed br Fathers M. A Gratem iISSD-1S32 and M. Melmirvre. 1S 
ISSS Derm 1288S Heverend Sicisbart Moms 2m elderiy retired prmst 
whe lived im the old Beis home om Fourth and Fuller Streets. officiated 
at St. Mary's Im the GI of ISSS Pather Iemes Gaucham was appemted 
Paster amd remained at Sh2zbopec until 1S (145) 


Tiere are mo axv2iieble records: of the Methedikt Episcopal Chore’ 
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Chapter V 
THE GAY NINETIES 
1890-1901 


“The centuries of Discovery, Invention, and Electricity are whirlinz 
back into the cavernous past, and the century of Crankism seems to be 
upon us. It is the order of the day. A smattering of learning and a dab- 
bling in social problems seems to have set the country awry. The peaceful 
scenes of contentment so general only a few decades ago have now become 
rare and specific. Is it that the wonderful cheapening and wide distribu- 
tion of reading matter have set new brains to working .... and failed to 
supply the all essential governors to the engines of thought?” (152) This 
editorial of the Scott County Argus voiced the opinion of most thinking peo- 
ple early in the Gay Nineties. They knew something was wrong; the 
question was, what and where. 


Indeed, the Gay Nineties were not so debonair as they might seem 


from their descriptive name. However, if one takes the epithet “gay” as 
meaning ostentation, display, pageantry, splendor, or pomp, the appellation 
fits the period to perfection. The years 1890 to 1901 were years during 


which the country needlessly plunged into a war for the bravado of it: 
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years of boasting amid years of need and hard times; they were the years 
of bicycles, bustles and “‘mutton leg” sleeves. On one hand the nineties 
saw the defeat of mighty John L. Sullivan by James Corbett in the world’s 
champion prize fight of twenty-one rounds, and on the other hand wit- 
nessed the equipment of the elaborately carved, velvet draped Palace Pull- 
man sleeping cars with hot water heating and Pintsch gas lighting sys- 
tems. (153) 


Elocutionists vied with theater troups playing Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 
Ten Nights in a Bar Room, or East Lynne, and the Opera House was filled 
more than once to witness home talent behind the kerosene foot lights 
staging Macbeth or the then popular Pinafore. However, fore-runners of 
the twentieth century were already making their appearance in the amuse- 
ment field as elsewhere. The violin concert given by Alexander, the son 
of Ole Bull, did not attract the editorial comment given to a phonograph 
concert by Edison’s latest improved phonograph which sang “in the human 
voice so loud that audiences in the largest city churches are delighted.” (154) 
Stereoptican entertainments were then paving the way for motion pic- 
tures which were “perfected” during the nineties. (155) 


But in spite of the advance guards of the heir apparent, the aged nine- 
teenth century held its own to the last, smiling on a nation gone mad with 
bicycles or the tandem with its occasional seat for little ones that made “it 
almost possible to take the whole family and go to town.” (156) The atten- 
tion of Shakopeeans may have been called to the dangers of at least one 
current pastime by the following letter which appeared in the Scott County 
Argus during the Spring of 1890. 


“Amusements sometimes become nuisances, and a game 
that the youth of the town have been playing on the gravel (or 
dirt) sidewalks and on many crosswalks, has become worse than 


a nuisance and reached the stage of danger. The game is played 
with marbles, and the causes of danger are the numerous holes 
dug in the walks to the depth of six or eight inches and as many 
inches broad; large enough for a child, or a grown person to 
step into and sprain an ankle or be thrown violently to the 
ground.” (157) 


In spite of this objection, marbles remained in favor for many years 
and no local casualties were reported. 


The early nineties saw the completion of another link that bound 
Shakopee to the rest of the world and supplemented the steamboat, telegraph 
and railway as means of communication. Its arrival was carefully noted in 
the following words by Shakopee’s faithful biographer, the Argus. 


“It is with some little pride and gratification that Shako- 
pee views the rapid completion of telephone connections be- 
tween this place and Minneapolis. . .. All new improvements 
will be added or used and the agent gives assurance that a whis- 
per at this point can be heard in Minneapolis some twenty miles 
away. If this should prove approximately true, the line will 
certainly be a success in all particulars. ... Telephone com- 
munication with Minneapolis will give us an advantage over 
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surrounding towns «which cannot be overestimated™ 155) 


The promises of the ecent proved to be approximately true. A phone 
was located in Strunk's Drag Store and for several years was the only in 
strument in town. it was sot until Jame of 154% that 2 local telephone 
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; STRUNE'S DRUG STORE 


exchangze was put imte operation. (135: Prior to this the Court House. a 
few busimess houses and Sit. Marks rectory were connected Br 2 small 
telegraph s¥stem which rapidly fell into desuetude when the telephon= 
was made available for local use. + 16%) A Bew street sprinkler. the reeu 
lar services of am ice man together with the Acetriime cas plants established 
im Deutsch and Zetties Drag Store and Schwartz's General Store made 
Shakopee ome of the most progressive of the Mimmesot2 Valley communities. 
(1é1) 


Howerer, Shakopecans entered into the nimeties with heary hearts in 
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spite of all this: ther were ip the midst of auctiees Counts Seat Git «ire 
Jordan Om April 5. 189% Jordas carve ectiee of the intention © eros 
a petitions to more the County Seat ts Jovian 11675 Weediee tivo 
legalities and formaliics & came beiore the Comstys Commieiogets Sir 
kopee took the positions that safliciest motice for Gites the petition ed mot 
bees givemw Three of the Sere members of the beard Keleter. Eos ead 
Breesgemas decié<d i fator of Siazkopee (165) A seleeegeest Ere of 
Mandamus placed the case before How James C_ Edeom, Jadce of the Bicick 
Judicial District at Glencoe. op Petruars > 16 The Sr was geet 
by the Court. thus sus ainies the decisis of the Comms Beord &@ Gre 
Shakopee 1164) The Sckt was carried to the Sopreme Cort aod oo Mer 
23. 1999 a dectsios was banded Goes te copies’ f acti of hie 
board and the lower court Tiews esded Jordaws thd wesecceeta 2c 
tempt to remote the County Seat (145) 


Os December 127. 1991 Shakopee Ieet Gs vewertable piowess miei 
ary. Beveresd S W. Pood ded of preeamoois at tee ace of Stree 
after a Infe of hardship and sacrifice eodgured ciedls for the cos Fis 
fameral was eld from the Preséet= 
fam Chere —thee same cores vik’ be 
ecgasizved aad & vwhie® be i pres 
eg thirty-Sve rears before (165% 
The Cobombties Worids Far 
Chiceze was opemed op Maz 1 1S i 
Presafeax CSetvelamd @ comogrmeaers ina 
of the foor beetretth aaaivesezs: 
the G@iscorers of Amerie Tie werk 
amd peocress of the world wore oo Ge 
play amd cave mo bot of the protcond 
besiwess Gegrvessiom tit sas Oe soe 
ipte waew jest foor dars after thi wor 
@rews spectacle ope The fiers 
eof the Natioma!l Coc@ece Comper. & 
comsequemtia] im Heel was th prev 
beal est stras Before the ood af tie 
rear 282 temks weat weder aad 154 
ralreeds were forced pte bewkragect. 
Memer @=apgeared from creviztea z 
igferest rafes mee te wosbele<zhie 
bears. Beart Adgews wera tit 
“mem died Ee files weer the soa 
and Bostem grew soideols off eceeri 
and thm™ 16.) Yea. Sram 2 
may seem the fair paid for Rs expenditare of SOR Oe Bs TL 
paid admissioms. Shakopee. safferim= almost as sreestiy 2s the res af 
the coumtry rejoiced that 13% of its cStirems attemded the expesiimm + 153+ 


Thomch ficbties for thelr ccomomie Ble people were wet deorest- 
rather tham pity themselves «with talk of Gegresssem ther were egtmieal 
lookime for the silver Eeim= 9 owever. H wes pct oot 1S) thet Siebe 
pee saw befter times Er that S28 the mormel erode bed beew rei 
and besimess seemed to imerease with each traitkeed of craig thet rem ed 
throash on the Milwankee 22= O=2hie Lime dim 1887 the Siweat CE 
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Road was reorganized under the name of the Chicago. St. Paul, Minneapo- 
lis and Omaha Railway Company, called the Omaha Road for short. Since 
1882 it has been under the control of the Chicazo and Northwestern.) (169) 


President Cleveland in his annual message of 1896 hinted that time 
might come when United States should take an active interest in Cuba 
even to the extent of intervention to end the Spanish rule. This news 
meant little when it appeared in the Shakopee paper. indeed few thought 
scriously of such a step. But certain newspapers took it upon themselves 
to feed the American public on stories relating Spanish duplicity and cruel- 
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A COMMON SCENE ON SHAKOPEE’S WATER FRONT 


ty. No doubt there was much brutality. especially under the dictatorial 
rule of Captain-General Weyler: but no doubt there was also much prop:- 
ganda to arouse sympathy for the native Cubans. By 1838 public sympa- 
thy and Congress were well on the side of the Cubans. President Mc- 
Kinley, on the other hand, felt that any reason for intervention that might 
have existed had been removed together with General Weyler who was 
replaced by General Blanco, a mild. well-meaning Spaniard. Unrest, how- 
ever, continued and the new United States warship Maine was sent to 
Havana to guard American interests. For three weeks she rode calm'!r 
at anchor in the harbor, and then came the fateful explosion on the night 
of February 19th. Public feeling knew no bounds; the people demanded war. 
Even in Shakopee. far from the seat of government or revolting Cuba, the 
local paper voiced the will and sentiment of the people. 


“American blood has been spilt whether by the remorse 
less hand of Fate in the shape of a terrible accident, or by the 
diabolical treachery of the Spaniard. The United States war- 
ship Maine was blown up Tuesday evening in the harbor of Ha- 
vana, and 260 brave boys in blue lost their lives... The Span- 
iards are to blame for the fact that the thought of treachery 
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Reverend F. W. Spindler was pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Charch 
from 1886 to 1894. On Sunday, August 3, 1890 the present church was 
dedicated by Professor Otto Hares of New Ulm and Professor Shaller. 
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ST. JOHN'S CHURCH 


It was a festive occasion for the church, decorated in flowers and greens 
and filled to its capacity. Reverend Spindler was succeeded by Reverend 
filliam Hohberger who served as pastor from i894 to 1903. (1738) 


Father E. J. Duffy succeeded Reverend James Gaughan as Pastor of 
St. Mary’s in 1890 and in turn thereafter each of the following served as 
pastor: Reverend Fathers J. Girrimondi. 1892-1895; James Fleming, 1595- 
1900; and Patrick O'Conner, 1900-1903. (179) 


The Methodist Episcopal Church. in which no regular services wer? 
held during the greater part of the nineties, was moved piece by piece to 
Bloomington Ferry in April of 1900. (180) 


Reverend C. A. Sherman resigned the rectorship of St. Peter's church 
in 1893. He was succeeded by Reverend F. A. Potts who was followed 'n 
1894 by Reverend J. E. Dallam. During 1900 Reverend E. J. Purdy be- 
came pastor. (181) 
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(152) 
(153) 
(154) 
(155) 
(156) 
(157) 
(153) 
(159) 
(160) 
(161) 


(162) 
(163) 
(164) 
(165) 
(166) 
(167) 
(168) 
(163) 
(170) 
(171) 


(172) 
(173) 
(174) 
(173) 
(176) 


(177) 
(178) 
(173) 
(180) 


(181) 
(182) 


ARGUS July 5, 1894. 

PULLMAN FACTS No. 2. 

ARGUS Sept. 19. 1896 and Dec. 7, 1899. 

Ibid Sept. 12, 1895. 

Ibid August 25. 1895. 

Ibid March 21. 1890. 

ARGUS July 21. 1892. 

ARGUS June 21. 1900. 

Hon. Julius A. Colier. 

ARGUS March $ and May 36. 18950. 

ARGUS Sept. 6. 15896. 

ARGUS April 12, 18389. 

Ibid May 26, 1899. 

Ibid Feb. 7. 13890. 

Ibid May 36, 18994. 

Ibid Dec. 17. 1891. 

Shippee RECENT AMERICAN HISTORY 195. 
ARGUS Nov. §, 1893. 

MINNESOTA IN THREE CENTURIES Vol. 4, P. 355. 
ARGUS Feb. 17, 1398. 

Schlesinger POLITICAL AND SOCIAL HISTORY OF THE UNITED 
STATES p. 240. 

ARGUS July 28. 1898. 

Shippee RECENT AMERICAN HISTORY 254. 
ARGUS March 25, 1899. 

Ibid May 24. 1900. 

Gale LIST OF PASTORS. 

ARGUS Sept. 28, 1899 and Feb. 22, 1960. 

Savs DIAMOND JUBILEE 135. 

ARGUS TRIBUNE Sept. 3. 1931. 

Matthiae LIST OF PASTORS. 

ARGUS August §, 1894. 

BAPTISMAL RECORDS OF ST. MARY'S PARISH. 
ARGTS April 5. 1900. 

REGISTER NO. 11 OF DIOCESE OF MINNESOTA. 
ARGUS Sept. 5. 1395. 

LEGISLATIVE MANUAL of 1901, p. 589. 
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Chapter VI 
THE NEW CENTURY 
1901-1917 


The bells and whistles that announced the birth of 1901. on New 
Year’s eve did more than proclaim the birth of just another addition to 
Father Time’s family, they ushered in a new century and a new epoch. 
“For thirty years,” as William Howard Taft remarked, ‘we had an enor- 
mous material expansion in this country, in which we all forgot ourselves 
in the enthusiasm of expanding our material resources and in making our- 
selves the richest nation on earth.” (183) And now, with the advent of the 
new century, came a period of reorganization and adjustment; a period of 
“trust busting,” canal building and mild European entanglements that lin- 
gered on until forced into obscurity by the debacle of 1914. 


Shakopee, in a general way, followed the pace set by the nation. 
By this time the frontier period and the period of vigorous growth were 
both history. In their place an era of prosperity and absorption of twen- 
tieth century life held sway, practically uninterrupted by the panic of 1907. 


An automobile on First Street caused no little excitement on the 
afternoon of May 30, 1901, but its appearance failed to give the aldermen 
qualms of conscience for appropriating $150 tor a cycle path from Shako- 
pee to Bloomington. (184) And there was no reason why it should be- 
cause it was several years before Doctor Smith, wearing a long linen dus- 
ter, goggles, cap, and gauntlets, drove the first locally owned car through 
the streets. During 1911 cars became popular and local agencies for the 
Petrel, the E. M. F., and Hudson were established. 


“The latest moving picture machine showing Czolgotz in his attempt 
to get near the president the day before the shooting occurred, also Presi- 
dent McKinley in his famous Buffalo Speech” thrilled the people of Sha- 
kopee during September of 1901. (185) Moving pictures of the Oberam- 
mergau Passion play of 1900 were exhibited in December of the same 
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year. (186) It was not, however, until 1909 that Shakopee could boast of 
a permanent “cinema palace.” In October of that year the Majestic opened 
in the Paskin block on Lewis Street charging 10c for adults and 5c for 
children. The program consisted of motion pictures and slides. (187) The 
Majestic, which was short lived, was followed in rapid succession by the Idle 
Hour and the Moon, in the Opera House Block, which in 1913 was renamed 
the Gem. Sheridan’s Ride, a “military masterpiece in three reels’ was the 
opening picture at the remodeled theater which in 1916 ran the twelve reel 
Griffith spectacle, The Birth of a Nation, and which survived to provide 
Shakopeans with talking pictures—a far cry from the “one reel super pro- 
ductions” of 1909, 


Electric lights were turned on in Shakopee for the first time on 
Good Friday evening, March 28, 1902. The following evening St. Mark’s 
Church was filled and the Resurrection services were to be made more 
impressive than ever by the illumination of the high altar, sanctuary and 
the nave with electricity. The worshippers and their guests were some- 
what disappointed for the current was so weak that the lights on the altar 
and in the sanctuary did not show up well and those in the nave could 
not be lighted at all on account of a defective connection. However, all 
the lights worked satistactorily Easter Sunday evening. 


Most business houses were wired but retained their gas fixtures or 
lamps for use during the frequent emergencies. The people generally 
were very reluc.ant to wire their homes, and only the main streets were 
so lighted. (188) In September of 1913 the local electric plant was dis- 
continued and the General Electric Company of Minneapolis began furnish- 
ing Shakopee with electricity, which the city in turn retailed to its citizens. 
(189) This arrangement was most satisfactory because it was cheaper, 
more reliable, and led to the more universal use of electricity. A muni- 
cipal artesian water system was the next civic improvement, and the fol- 
lowing year, 1909, saw sewers added to Shakopee’s electric and water sys- 
tems. 


During the 1909 Street Fair James J. Hill delivered an address from 
the grandstand erected on Bridge Square (Lewis and First Streets). Min- 
nesota’s aged Empire Builder was introduced by Mayor Joseph A. Ring and 
Senator J. A. Coller, and spoke for over an hour to one of the largest 
gatherings Shakopee had ever entertained. His theme was “back to the 
farm,” warning his listeners “that the most important economic problem 
in the United States ... was that of the constantly increasing migration 
from the farms to the cities, and the decline of agriculture in relation to 
other industries.” He closed his address by emphasizing that ‘the farm 
is our main reliance. Every other activity depends on that.” (190) 


Leaving the platform, the distinguished speaker listened to a num- 
ber played by the band. When the piece was finished. Hill had the band- 
master brought to his car and handed him a crumpled $50 bill to treat 
the boys. Earlier in the day a member of the speaker’s committee in- 
quired of his associates whether $25 would be the right sum to offer the 
old railroad builder for his trouble. Fortunately for the good name of 
Shakopee, he was persuaded not to make any offer whatever to Hill. 

The new council for the ensuing year met in its chambers on Tues 
day evening, April 12, 1910 for reorganization. After William Ries was 
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the Presidential Election 


H. 


of..1912. 


J. PECK 


Mayor Ring’s successor. John Thiem 
was the choice of the assemblage, and 
at the special election which follow- 
ed was given 228 of the 286 votes 
cast. (193) ‘ 


On October 24, 1911 a _ large 
crowd assembled at the depot to hear 
and see the only president that ever 
visited Shakopee. Although quite ear- 
ly in the morning, William Howard 
Taft smiled genially and delivered a 
brief address from a temporary plat- 
form while his private car was being 
switched trom the Milwaukee to the 
Omaha tracks. Governor Adolph O. 
Eberhart and several state officials 
joined the presidential party which 
proceeded to St. Peter and Mankato. 
(194) 


In spite of the warm welcome 
accorded to President Taft, Shakopee 
and Scott County went Democratic in 


as was the custom. Woodrow Wilson 
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received 288 of the Shakopee votes to Theodore Roosevelt’s 89 and Presi- 
dent Taft's 76. Wilson’s plurality in Scott County was 580. The Editor 
of the Scott County Argus was a greater prophet than anyone suspected 
when in commenting on the election he wrote: “To be President of the 
United States for next four years will be no easy job for there is much 
to be done and it must be done in the right way.” (195) 


The 1915 Legislature passed an “Act creating and establishing a 
reformatory for women, authorizing the State Board of Control to select 
and acquire for the state a suitable tract of land to be used as a site 
for the purpose. appropriating money therefore, and directing said board 
of control to prepare plans and estimates for the necessary buildings and 
improvements, for submission to the legislature of 1917.” (196) The board 
was to invite proposals for the site in 
the manner it saw fit. and did so by 
writing to the newspapers of the 
state. On July 2. 1915 the Scott 
County Argus announced the receipt 
of one of the letters and went on to 
describe the act of the Legislature, 
closing with the brief statement “Let’s 
go after it.” (197) 


An informal meeting of Shako- 
pee’s prominent business men was 
held in Attorney Julius A. Coller’s of- 
fice to consider the advisability of ob- 
taining proposals to submit to. the 
State Board of Control. (198) The 
following committee under the chair- 
manship of Mr. Coller took it upon 
themselves to convice the board that 
Shakopee was the logical place for the 
reformatory: Mayor Joseph J. Moriar- 
ty, Theodore Weiland, William F. 
Duffy, Senator J. B. Ries, J. J. Len- 


é 
Z 
: 
5 
; 
e 
£ 


_ertz, Henry Mergens, Joseph A. Ring, 


1S A. COLLER 
-. C. Linhoff and Col. G. L. Nye. JULIUS 


Options were secured on nine sites and on September 14, 1915 the 
State Board of Control inspected them. After looking over the location 
selected by over sixty other communities, the August Koeper farm at Sha- 
kopee was designated by the board as the site for the women’s reformatory. 
(199) 


When the board made its selection known to the 1917 Legislature it 
was confirmed, but no money was appropriated for the buildings. Unable 
to get any bill providing the money through the Appropriations Committee 
of the House, Senator J. B. Ries and Julius A. Coller placed the needed 
appropriation for $250,000 in the Omnibus bill which was passed without 
amendment on the last day of the session. The securing of money cinched 
the reformatory for Shakopee and removed all causes for delay in build- 
ing. In 1918, as soon as the money was available, building operations 
were commenced and in 1920 the women prisoners were transferred to Shi- 
kopee upon the completion of the main building. The Omnibus bill of 
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- trade which normally came to Shakopee from 


1919 provided money for two more cottages and farm buildings which were 
subsequently built. 


For years the road extending northward towards the bluffs from the 
bridge, known as the trestle road or lover’s lane, was a constant expense 
to Shakopee because every year the high water of the Minnesota River 
would cover it. During each submersion, which 
often lasted several weeks, parts of the road 
were completely washed away and had to be 
rebuilt only to disappear the following spring. 
Moreover, during the high water much of the 


the farms across the river and from Mudcura 
Sanitarium was diverted elsewhere. The sani- 
tarium had been established in 1909 on the base 
of the bluffs across from Shakopee by Doctor 
H. P. Fischer, who was very active with Sha- 
kopee and Hennepin County to better condi- 
tions. In 1916 Shakopee by a vote of 246 to 
192 determined to issue bonds to the extent of ee eS 
$15,000 to improve the road. Hennepin County SENATOR 
promised and provided another $15,000, and with J. B. RIES 

the realization of $50,000 lover’s lane was 

doomed. (200) The tali trees that formed a lofty canopy over the road 
were felled and the road was elevated by dirt excavated trom both sides 
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until it gave the appearance of one of Holland’s famed sea walls. The 
dyke road well repaid the effort and money spent and today forms the 
main bed of the present highway into Shakopec from the Twin Cities. 
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The Presbyterian Congregation celebrated the fiftieth anniversary 
of its organization on February 19, 1905 with appropriate services. (201) 
The spiritual wants of the congregation were administered to by the fol- 
lowing: A. W. Wright, S. S., 1900-1901; James Hamilton, S. S., 1903-1906: 
George Hill, S. S., 1907-1909; Edward Loew, S. S., 1910-1913; and Rev. T. 
S. Thompson, 1913-1917. (202) 


Father Alois Plut, who returned to St. Mark’s in 1900, was invested 
with the title of Monsignor on July 24, 1906, thereby becoming a prelate 
of the papal household by order of Pope Pius X. Archbishop Ireland, 
in the presence of four’ bishops, a host of visiting clergy, the congrega- 
tion and many of the townspeople of all denominations, invested the ven- 
erable pastor of St. Mark’s with the insignia and purple robes of his of- 
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fice. At the same time Archbishop Ireland designated Monsignor Plut 
as a Dean and raised the pastorate of St. Mark’s to the privilege of an 
irremovable rector, which corresponds to a Canon of a Cathedral Chapter 
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Reverend Patrick O'Connor, who served as pastor of St. Mary's 
Church from 1900 to 1903 was succeeded in rapid succession by Fathers 
McGolrick, 1902-1905: Hugh J. McDevitt, 1905-1906 and Richard E. Lee, 
1996-1928. Father Lee had served the previous year as assistant priest 
at St. Lawrence's Church, Minneapolis. (209) 


And this is the story of Shakopee up to the eve of America’s entry 
into the Great European War. 


(183) Schlessinger HISTORY OF UNITED STATES 4498. 
(184) ARGUS April 25, May 30, 1991. 
(185) ARGUS Sept. 26, 1901. 
(186) Ibid Dec. 19, 1901. 
(187) Ibid Oct. 22, 1909. 
(188) Ibid April 3, 19962. 
(189) Ibid Sept. 5. 1913. 
(190) Ibid Sept. 24, 1909. 
(191) Ibid April 15. 1910. 
(192) Ibid May 6, 13, 1910. 
(193) Ibid - June 3 and 24. 1910. 
(194) Ibid Oct. 27, 1911. 
(195) Ibid Nor. 8, 1912. 
(196) SESSION LAWS OF MINNESOTA 1915 P. 456. 
(i987) ARGUS July 2, 19135. 
(198) Ibid July 9, 1915. 
(199) Ibid Feb. 16, 1917. 
(200) ARGUS July 7 and August 25, 1916. 
(201) Pond. A WRITTEN COMMUNICATION. 
(202) Gale LIST OF PASTORS. 
(203) Very Rev. Dean M. Says. 
rl ARGUS July 27. 1906. 
(204) Plut GOLDENES JUBILAUM. 
(205) Savs DIAMOND JUBILEE 15. 
(206) ARGUS June 19, 1910. 
(207) Matthiae LIST OF PASTORS. 
- (208) REGISTER NO. 11 OF DIOCESE OF MINNESOTA. 
(209) BAPTISMAL RECORDS OF ST. MARYS CHURCH. 
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Chapter VII 
THEE UWARicY BARS 
1914-1919 


Serajevo, the capital of the Austro-Hungarian province of Bosnia, is 
crowded into a narrow valley at the foot of high hills. A small river 
runs through the city, flanked on one side by a fairly wide and straight 
avenue along which visiting Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Aus- 
trian throne, and his wife rode on the sultry morning of June 28, 1914. 
As they moved slowly along the beflagged street a bomb was hurled at 
the Archduke’s red car. A heavy detonation followed, but Franz Ferdi- 


nand was uninjured. The official welcome was extended at the City 
Hall as though nothing had happened, and the Archduke and his party re- 
entered their cars for the return trip. During a momentary stop a few 


minutes later, caused by confused directions, Princip, a Bosnian revolu- 
tionist, aimed at the royal couple and fired the two shots that shook the 
world. Franz Ferdinand, with blood gushing from his mouth, fell across 
the lap of his mortally wounded wife. (210) 


During the days that followed the assassination, telegraph wires 
hummed, local conferences were held and countless dispatches written. 
None of the powers wanted war but Austria demanded justification and 
delivered the fateful ultimatum to Serbia on July 23. “While the German 
Kaiser had hitherto generally inclined to protect Serbia from dangerously 
excessive demands by Austria .. ., after the murder of one of his best 
friends whom he had just been visiting, by assassins who had come from 
Belgrade, his indignation against the Serbians was thoroughly roused.” 
(211) The result was that Austria, unrestrained by William II until 
too late, declared war on Serbia, July 28th. Before the year ended, 
Europe was crimson with blood and the sea bristled with guns. 


America proclaimed its neutrality but failed to enforce it. Amer- 
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undertaken. The local papers ran news of the war on the inside pages. 
A greater part of this section was devoted to news from the Central Powers 
and pictures of especially the Kaiser and German war activities. “News 
from the Fatherland,” a special column on the inside page of the ARGUS 
increased in length with the beginning of hostilities. 


As the war continued, many papers began to swing towards the Allied 
cause if they were not already on that side. The Shakopee papers, how- 
ever, remained favorable to the Central Powers and supplied the majority 
of their readers with the news they sought from week to week with anxious 
eyes. Feeling ran to unprecedented heights during the Presidential year 
of 1916. The slogan “Wilson kept us out of war” helped carry the day for 
the Democrats giving President Wilson 1361 of Scott County’s votes to the 
972 polled by Charles Evans Hughes (Republican). Shakopee gave the 
President 249 votes against Hughes’ 160. Frank Hanley, the Prohibition 
candidate, received 24 votes in Scott County, 3 of them coming from Shako- 
pee, while the Socialists did not even receive a vote in Shakopee and could 


only claim 13 from the entire county. The Democratic Senatorial candi- 
date, Daniel W. Lawler, polled 1342 of Scott County’s votes to Frank B. 
Kellogge’s 885 and Prohibitionist Calderwood’s 245. Shakopee gave 286 


votes to Lawler, 141 to the Republican candidate and 22 to Calderwood. 
Although he was a Republican, Democratic Scott County did her share to 
return the Third District Representative, Charles R. Davis to Congress by 
giving him 1404 votes to his opponent’s 1070. Shakopee voiced its approval 
of her Congressman’s actions by casting 246 votes for him in comparison 
to 196 for his adversary. (217) 


By spring of 1917 Shakopeeans were well aware that a grave crisis 
was at hand. The war news in the Argus had become more and more 
Allied in its content and in February “News trom the Fatherland” disap- 
peared entirely. War was no longer a distant attraction, it was a grim 
possibility clouding Shakopee as it did the rest of the nation during that 
eventful spring. How the German-American was torn between allegiance 
and loyalty to the United States and his love for the Fatherland is expressed 
in a letter written at the time by a prominent Minnesotan of German blood, 
Julius Moersch: 


“If America should declare war on Germany there is only 

one duty for German-Americans, and that is ‘stand by the flag 

of your country.’ Our hearts may bleed and break, but that 

does not relieve us from the necessity of fulfilling our duty 

to the land of our adoption. It is the duty that we have taught 

our children, and it is great and holy.” (218) 

With the advent of April the war came. In the words of another 
Minnesotan of German extraction, addressed to a large gathering of German- 
Americans: 


“The war is on. All debate, all question, all inquiry, as 
to its propriety or impropriety, as to whether it could be avoided 
or not, as to its justice or injustice, is at an end. This is a 
democracy, and the people have spoken .... And it is now 
our duty, from now until peace dawns again upon a troubled 
world, to give our whole heart, our whole soul, all of our being, 
to our country, to this country that has done so much for us, 
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this country that to many of you is the land of your choice 
and adoption.” (219) 


Shakopee, with its majority of German-Americans, fell in line and 
marched with the thousands of other communities throughout the land. By 
May 4, thirteen men had enlisted in the army and navy. (220) The Editor 
of the Scott County Argus claimed that the saying “‘Lay down the shovel 
and the hoe’ should be ruled out of the song books at the present crisis.” 
(221) And indeed it was. All forces were mobilized to help win the war. 
The men who did not bear arms served in the home guard, farmed, held 
administrative posts without compensation, worked in their war gardens, 
contributed heavily to the Red Cross, bought bonds, War Saving Stamps, 


and Thrift Stamps according to their means. Women canned, knitted, 
sewed, planted home gartlens, and were very active in Red Cross work. 
All conserved on fuel and food—Hooverized as it was then called. The 


children, too, “did their bit.” Even the flu that scourged the community 
failed to dampen the people’s ardor. 


Scott County was asked to raise $12,000 in a United War Drive for 


Over-Seas work and responded with $16,478.70. Shakopee’s quota was 
$2,100 and she gave $2,478. This drive was conducted throughout the 


county by seven welfare activities, namely: Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A., K.C., Jew- 
ish Welfare Board, War Camp Community Service, American Library Asso- 
ciation and the Salvation Army. (222) 


But most of these were just deprivations. The real sacrifice came 
when the government drafted 31 boys from Shakopee to swell the ranks 
of her gallant May and early summer volunteers. (223) It was on Friday 
afternoon, September 21, 1917, after a farewell program on the Court House 
lawn, that the first contingent marched down to the car waiting on the 
siding. Although the special train from the cities that was to take the 
boys to Camp Dodge was very late, the townspeople kept the boys company 
and jollied them as they leaned out of the car windows—all of them were 
boys, some of them had never been away from home over night, some were 
laughing and others were sad, some looked unafraid and others seemed 
timid, but they were all too young to face death on the blood drenched 
fields of Europe. Before the war ended Scott County had 594 men in serv- 
ice; 201 of these men were registered from Shakopee. (This includes not 


only the boys from the city of Shakopee, but the surrounding country as 
well.) (224) 


November the 11th. The silenced blackened guns yawned over the 
shell torn fields of France. With the signing of the Armistice, Peace had 
come and instead of shrieking and bursting shells, all was quiet. 


Jubilation knew no bounds. Long before daybreak Shakopee streets 
were filled with marching mothers, fathers, wives, sweethearts, and chil- 
dren celebrating the cessation of hostilities. On they marched, bands 
played, people shouted, whistles blew and church bells rang. All day long 
the wild celebration continued. That night a peace parade wound its way 
through the crowded downtown streets, and ended by burning an effigy of 
the Kaiser. 


Indeed, the ending of the World War was a joyous occasion, but like 
all other joys, a price had been exacted. Scott County’s contribution was 
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18 gold stars—18 young lives offered to Mars, the god of war. Shakopee 
lost the following in the service of the country: Arthur Lemmer, John J. 
Bohls, Harry Mather, Walter Scherer, 
Charles Seiberlich, and Ray Scherken- 
bach. (225) Arthur Lemmer’s blue 
service star was the first in Shakopee 
to be covered with the telling gold. 


During the war period there was 
little economic development or pro- 


gress in Shakopee. All the energy of 
the community was directed towards 
winning the war. However, two im- 


portant changes did come about—one 
willingly and one unwillingly. In July 
of 1918 Shakopee voted to consolidate 
its two independent school districts, 
thereby abandoning “old 41°’, which had 
started so many on the road to knowl- 
edge. Prohibition was the other change. 
Scott County had voted against the 
amendment 1916 to 896 and Shakopee 
protested by a vote of 265 to 146. (226) 
ARTHUR LEMMER But protests were in vain; prohibition 
was to be in order after July 1, 1920. 


Right Reverend Monsignor Alois Plut who had unremittingly labored 
for peace died on February 20, 1917 while there was still a faint hope for 
peace. On the day of his burial, February 23, most places of business were 
closed from 9 until 12 out of respect for the venerable Monsignor who spent 
27 of his 52 years in the priesthood in Shakopee. (227) Father A. J. Kohler 
remained in charge of the parish until September of 1917 when he was trans- 
ferred to Clara City, Minnesota, and Reverend Mathias Savs of Delano was 
appointed Dean to succeed Monsignor Plut as irremovable rector of St. 
Mark’s. This was the last official and personal appointment of Archbishop 
Ireland. Dean Savs was not exactly a stranger at St. Mark’s, having been 
present at the investiture of Monsignor Plut in 1906 and at his burial in 
1917. (228)) 


Mr. H. D. Funk, S. S., succeeded Reverend T. S. Thompson as pastor 

of the Presbyterian Church in 1918 and remained in charge until 1923. (229) 

% In January of 1918 Reverend George L. Matthiae succeeded Reverend 

Carl Ganschow who had served as pastor of St. John’s Church since 1903. 

(230) Reverend Richard E. Lee was pastor of St. Mary’s during the war 
years. (231) St. Peter’s Church had no resident pastor. 


While hostilities ended in 1918 the war was not really brought to an 
end for Shakopee until the homecoming celebration on October 4, 1919. It 
was then that the soldiers, sailors and marines were welcomed home and 
those who had fallen were commemorated. Governor Burnquist, Minneso- 
ta’s war Governor, and Mayor Hodgson of St. Paul were present to address 
the gathering and a banquet was tendered to the uniformed boys who had 
that morning marched in the victory parade and who that night returned 
to civilian life as they laid off the uniforms to which they had brought 
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of the past upon «hich Shakopecans turmed their backs that thes michkt 
look forward into the face of a promising future rather than brood over the 
horrible waste and asony of war- 
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Chapter VIII 
YESTERDAYS 
1920-193 


Every fourth year has been designated by the people of United States 
as a presidential year during which they select a successor to George Wash- 
ington to guide the nation’s destinies for another four years. It is a time 
of unrest as business and industry seem to mark time until after the uncer- 
tainties of election are over. No matter how the people have spoken, once 
the President is elected things usually move along until the next presidential 
contest occupies the center of the American stage. 


The year 1920 was a presidential year, but it was more than just 


4ne€ it was a period of readjustment—not the readjustment of a locality, 


a group of states or a nation, but the rehabilitation of an enire war wearied 
and disillusioned world. Somehow America lost its zest in ‘making the 
world safe for democracy” as it repudiated the Treaty of Versailles, which 
nad been drawn up where the very air was charged with revengeful de- 
sires, and turned from the League of Nations and all that Wilson’s adminis- 
tration connoted. The Republicans were slated for a return to power and 
they rode in on the crest of a landslide. Nearly 27,000,000 ballots were 
cast, a great increase coming from the recent entranchisement of women. 
Of this great total the Harding electors obtained 16,138,914 while the Demo- 
cratic supporters numbered 9,142,438 to the Socialists’ 915,302 and the Pro- 
hibitionists’ 192,438. (232) 


Shakopee and Scott County, both predominently German and Demo- 
cratic, placed their trust in the Democratic platform of 1916 and cast their 
votes for President Wilson’s re-election. But with the cruel and sudden 
backfire of the Wilsonian slogan, “he kept us out of war,” the political com- 
plexion began to change until 1920 found both city and county in the Re- 
publican camp. Scott County gave Harding 3015 votes to which Shakopee 
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contributed 519 while James M. Cox, the Democratic candidate, received 1253 
of Scott County’s votes, 238 of these coming from the County Seat. The 
Prohibitionists polled 2 votes in Shakopee and 24 in the entire county while 
the Socialists were given 52 votes by the county, of which 6 were cast in 
Shakopee. Scott County commended Representative Charles R. Davis, who 
had been roundly abused by the press in some quarters of the state for his 
opposition to the President in the spring of 1917, by casting 2411 votes for 
him while his two opponents were given only 2204 votes. Shakopee gave 
Davis 448 to the 311 cast for his two adversaries. (233) 


The feverish activities of the war had by this time given place to 
an ominous lull in industry and business. This condition was just as char- 
acteristic of Shakopee as it was of the entire nation. A general slowing 
up was felt in all walks of life. Shakopee’s first blow was the failure of 
the Security State Bank in 1922. In November of 1924 financial difficul- 
ties of the American Range and Foundry Company, which had suffered a 
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$150,000 fire loss the previous year, necessitated the naming of a trustee for 
the company. This unstable condition of Shakopee’s main industry aroused 
grave fears which were by no means unfounded. (254) Before the com- 
munity recovered from the second blow a third fell when the lower foundry, 
which employed a goodly force of men, went up in smoke. 


The first bright spot came with the definite location of a new high- 
way into the Twin Cities, which was to be paved. In August of 1925 its 
route was marked out through Shakopee and it called for a new bridge over 
the Minnesota River which was authorized on March 30, 1926. (235) Dur- 
ing the next two years while the highway and bridge were being con- 
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structed, Shakopee business firms benefitted considerably by the patronage 
of the large crews of workmen stationed in and near the city. 


The closing of one of the community’s largest general stores at the 
very beginning of 1928, however, not only added to the list of unemployed 
but had a depressing effect on all activities which was only partially lifted 
by the completion of the new road into St. Paul and Minneapolis. 


In November Shakopee and Scott County went Democratic in the Presi- 
dential election for the first time since 1916. Herbert Hoover, the Repub- 
lican candidate, received only 1746 of Scott County’s vote to Alfred E. 
Smith’s 4419. Shakopee gave the Democratic candidate 775 votes to 239 
cast for the Republican choice. (236) 


Here a little digression is necessary in order to trace the developments 
of the recent County Seat fight from its inception te its culmination in 
1929. On Monday, July 10, 1927, at the regular session of the County 
Board, Commissioner Witt offered a resolution to the effect that “a new 
court house building is necessary immediately and that the chairman of 
the County Board be and is hereby instructed to appoint a committee of 
three to investigate the prokable cost and expense of a new court house 
building . .. and to report at the meeting in October.” This resolution 
was passed with only one dissenting vote and accordingly Commissioners 
Mueller, Witt and Schmitz were appointed on the Invescigating Committee. 
(237) 


With the passage of this resolution, which forecasted a County Seat 
fight, Shakopee became very active. A County Seat Committee was formed 
consisting of J. H. Moore, Chairman, Theodore Weiland, Julius A. Coller, 
P. M. Fischer, Wm. F. Duffy, Joseph J. Moriarty, W. N. Southworth, H. C. 
Schroeder, and E. J. Young. They engaged W. T. Harris, a St. Paul archi- 
tect, to inspect the building in order to determine whether it could be re- 
modeled, and if so at what cost. He found that the building was in sound 
condition and could be remodeled. Accordingly, he furnished Shakopee 
specifications and a plan which, with some alteration of the facade. served 
as the ultimate plan for the present building: he offered to take the con- 
tract at $65,000 and post a bond to that effect. 


A group of Shakopee business men then met informally with the 
County Board on October 3. Julius A. Coller, as spokesman for the group, 
submitted the architect’s plan and specifications to the board with Shako- 
pee’s pledge to pay all costs of repairing over $50,000 and not to exceed 
$65,000. Very Reverend Dean M. Says spoke on behalf of the proposition, 
comparing the court house to St. Mark’s church building which was badly 
in need of repair when he first came to Shakopee, and he pointed out the 
pleasing success which attended its renovation. Several other citizens also 
briefly emphasized Shakopee’s contention. Commissioner Schmitz then 
voiced his approval of the plan and was joined by Commissioners Witt, 
Mueller, and Ploumen. 


At the regular meeting of the Commissioners on the following day 
the Investigating Committee reported that a new court house would cost at 
least $160,000. The Shakopee proposition was then fully considered by 
the board and a majority comprising Schmitz, Ploumen, Witt and Mueller 
determined to accept it. William Witt then offered a resolution calling 
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for immediate repair and reconditioning of the building in accordance with 
the Shakopee plan. This motion was passed without a dissent. (238) 


Then the storm broke. Lydia, a settlement in the central part of 
the county, made it known that it wanted the County Seat. On October 
25, Jordan gave notice of intention to circulate a petition to change the 
County Seat to Jordan, and filed the petition with 3562 signatures on No- 
vember 14. Circulation of the Lydia petition was started on November 4 
and filed on the first of December. The fact that the Jordan committee 
started to circulate their petition eight days after Lydia and succeeded in 
filing it long before Lydia’s petition had the required number of signatures 
led to a fight between the two contestants over which petition had prece- 
dence. (239) 


In November of 1928 the question of precedence came before the 
State Supreme Court, which decided that the Jordan petition should not have 
been accepted for filing before Lydia’s time for filing had expired, and that 


4 

j 

\ 

} 
ete 

i 


eo, — ~ > _ ? 
es StS eee 


REMODELED COURT HOUSE 


Jordan had no right to give notice before that time. Within the next few 
weeks 709 signers of the Lydia petition were prevailed upon to withdraw 
their names. This procedure was allowed by the County Board on a vote 
of 3 to 2. Thus Lydia's petition was made null and void. and Lydia soon 
withdrew from the contest. (240) 


With the withdrawal of Lydia in March of 1929 Shakopee and Jordan 
were left face to face in the County Seat arena, and Jordan filed a new 
petition securing 4353 signers whereas only 4145 were required by law. The 
County Board set Saturday, June 16, 1929 as the day for the people of 
Scott County to determine whether they would change the County Seat 
to Jordan and build a new court house, or repair and keep it in Shakopee 
where the Legislature of 1853 designated it should be. Both Jordan and 
Shakopee held rallies in the different communities of the county the week 
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preceding the election. Every evening the American Legion Drum Corps, 
the Shakopee Band and a caravan of Shakopee cars would depart to stage 
a demonstration parade and then through the medium of Attorneys Julius 
A- Coller and Joseph J. Moriarty explain to the people why a vote for Jor- 
dan would mean higher taxes for the county. Marystown, Savage, Prior 
Lake, Belle Plaine, Credit River, New Market, Elko and Lydia were vis- 
ited, and the final rally was held at New Prague on the eve of the election. 


The day of the special election, Saturday June 16, couid not have been 
more ideal for the “battle of ballots.” The total vote cast was 6978 of 
which 17 were improperly voted and could not be counted. In order for 
Jordan to win it was necessary that they receive 55 per cent or 3838 of the 
total vote cast, and they fell far short of the requirement. Shakopee polled 
4428 to Jordan’s 2533 votes, or in other words 1895 votes more than Jor- 
dan. (241) 


The polls closed at five and by six-thirty it was definitely known 
that Shakopee had won, for it already had piled-up a majority. Victory 
was first proclaimed by the shriek of the fire siren and the booming of St. 
Mark’s big bell. Automobile horns, other bells and other whistles joined 
in the clamorous anthem. By eight-thirty the streets were so packed by 
Shakopeeans and their neighbors that it was almost impossible to move 
about and the busses and cars were swamped by the milling humanity. 
Halls were thrown open and unrestrained merriment and celebration con- 
tinued until the eastern skies began to lighten. 


Later in the summer the voters of the county supported the bond issue 
for the remodeling by a vote of 1280 to 602. Jordan, as would be natural 
under the circumstances, cast 293 votes against the issue. Shakopee har- 
bored three dissenters. In September work on the remodeling project 
was started. (242) 


During 1929 Shakopeeans had plenty opportunities to exercise their 


prerogative at the polls. In March they were called on to vote whether 
bonds should be issued to enlarge and repair the Union School building and 
672 votes were cast, 636 in the affirmative and 56 to the contrary. Work 


was started in the spring and school reopened in the fall. Dedication cere- 
monies were held in connection with graduation in May of 1930. (243) 


Before passing into history the eventful year of 1929 witnessed one 
final spectacular blaze. On Monday morning, December 9, Sheriff Weck- 
man was warned by Brown of the Bankers’ Protective Association that an 
attempt to rob the First National Bank would likely occur later in the 
morning. Brown and Weckman gathered a posse around the building and 
waited for the robbers who drove up shortly after nine. Nothing happened 
until the crime was completed, and then the posse, to the surprise and 
chagrin of the bandits. opened fire, severely wounding two of the robbers. 
Thus a fairly common incident with a very uncommon ending put Shakopee 
on the front pages of papers throughout the country and the news of the 
rout was flashed from an electric sign that evening high above Broadway. 
Northfield congratulated Shakopee on using the Northfield method of deal- 
ing with bank robbers. (244) 


The three bandits were tried the following spring at the first crim- 
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inal hearing in the remodeled court house, and were sentenced to the Min- 
nesota State Prison for life. 


Mr- H. D. Funk, S. S., who had served as minister of the Presbyterian 
Congregation since 1918 was succeeded in 1923 by Mr. O. T. Walter, S. S., 
who remained in charge until 1925. 
The following year Mr. Robert Gale. 
S. S.. came to minister to the congre- 
gation and in 1930 he was ordained and 
installed as pastor. On February 23 
of that year the First Presbyterian 
Church of Shakopee celebrated in a fit- 
ting manner the seventy-fifth anniver- 
sary of its founding. During the ser- 
vices a historical address was deliver- 
ed by E. Judson Pond, “a worthy son 
of an illustrious father.” who was pres- 
ent at the founding of the Church in 
1855 by his father and during his 66 
years as member he served 52 years 
as an Elder and 42 as Clerk of the 
Session. (245) Reverend Gale is still 
pastor of Shakcpee’s first church. 


During the pastorate of Very 
Reverend Dean M. Says, which dates 
from September, 1917. St. Mark’s par- 
ish buildings received general over- 
hauling and the church block complete 
ly surrounded by retaining walls, ce- 

—— ment walks and curbing. The church 
itself received the most extensive improvements including mew stained 
glass windows. among which is a memorial window with the names of 
eighty-six boys and one nurse of St. Mark’s parish who took part in the 
late war. Five of the boys are listed among those who died in the service 
of their country. The year 1930 saw the congregation preparing to cele 
brate its Diamond Jubilee the following year. (246) 


From 1918 until 1931 Reverend George L. Matthiae was pastor of St. 
John’s Church. The present building, erected in 1890. was extensively ren- 
ovated in 1919. (247) St. Peter’s Church, in which services were only 
occasionally held, was torn down and thereby passed one of Shakopee’s his- 
torical and revered landmarks. In the fall of 192S Father Michael McRaith 
of St. Thomas College. St- Paul, was appointed pastor of St. Mary’s Church 
and Reverend Richard E. Lee who had administered the affairs of the con- 
gregation since 1906 was appointed pastor of St. Patrick’s Church in St. 
Paul. Father Lee held the pastorate of St. Mary’s longer than any of his 
predecessors and did much to bring the congregation to its present status. 


The years 1920 to 1930 have been years of trial for all communities 
both abroad and at home. Shakopee did not escape her share of the unt 
versal burden. but she fared better than many communities of equal and 
greater size and strength. ll in all she has held her own and has even 
forged ahead in population in the face of small but quite constant migration 
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to the Twin Cities. Ia 132) Shaxopec had 1953 pcople livinz within its 
confines and the censts of 1939 shows that 2020 were living in Shaopce. 
(243) 


Pctseverance, couraze and faith have brought Shakopee to its present 
position. Whether it will forge ahead or go backward depends on nothing 
more or less than the perseverance, courage and faith of the present genera- 
tion. “Those who compare the age on which their lot has fallen with the 


= 
£ 
7 
L 
e 
- 
3 
=~ 
23 


: wer 
Tah het ae 
nn 


INTERIOR OF ST. MARK’S CHURCH 


golden age which exists only in their imagination may talk of degeneracy 
and decay: but no man who is correctly informed as to the past will be 
dispcsed to take a morose or desponding view of the present.” (245) 


W:th the close cf 1930 this histcry also comes a close. 


(232) Shippee RECENT AMERICAN HISTORY 518. 


(233) ABSTRACT OF THE VOTE POLLED IN GENERAL ELECTION OF 
1920. 


(234) ARGUS March 23, 1923 and November 14, 1924. 
(235) SHAKOPEE TRIBUNE Aug. 27, 1925. 
SHAKCPEE ARGUS-TRIBUNE April 1. 1926. 
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(236) Official Returns in ARGUS-TRIBUNE Nov. 8, 1928. 
(237) COMMISSIONER’S RECORD BOOK “L” p. 339. 
: ARGUS-TRIBUNE July 14, 1927. 
(238) COMMISSIONER’S RECORD BOOK “L” P. 360. 
(239) ARGUS-TRIBUNE Oct. 6, Nov. 3 and Dee. 8, 1927. 
ARGUS-TRIBUNE June 6, 1929. 
(240) ARGUS-TRIBUNE Nov. 15, Dee. 13, 1928. 
ARGUS-TRIBUNE March 7, 1929. 
(241) ARGUS-TRIBUNE June 20, 1929. 
(242) ARGUS-TRIBUNE August 1, 1929. 
(243) ARGUS-TRIBUNE March 21, 1929 and May 29, 1930. 
(244) ARGUS-TRIBUNE December 12 and 26, 1929. 
(245) Gale LIST OF PASTORS 
Gale SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY PAMPHLET. 
(246) Savs DIAMOND JUBILEE 18. 
(247) Matthiae LIST OF PASTORS. 
(248) Official Report in ARGUS-TRIBUNE May 22, 1930. 
(249) Macaulay from the Introduction to his HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
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1682 
1766 
1803 
1819 
1842 
1844 


1847 


1849 
1851 


1852 
1853 


CHRONOLOGY 


La Salle took possession of Louisiana for France. 
Jonathan Carver ascended the Minnesota River. 


United States purchased Louisiana. 


Fort Snelling was established. 
The first steamboat ascended the Minnesota River. 


Oliver Faribault built a cabin at Faribault Springs to trade with the 
Indians. 


Reverend Samuel W. Pond came to Shakopee as missionary to the 
Sioux. 
The Territory of Minnesota was organized. 


Minnesota Valley opened for settlement by the Treaty of Mendota. 
Thomas A. Holmes came to Shakopee and founded the present city. 


The First Presbyterian Church was organized. 


The Indians were moved from Shakopee and the period of settlement 
began. 

Shakopee was designated by the Territorial Legislature as the County 
Seat of the newly organized Scott County. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church was organized and a school established 
by the Minister, Reverend E. A. Greenleaf. 

The first Methodist Episcopal services were held at Shakopee. 


The first public school opened. 
St. Mark’s Catholic parish was organized. 
Shakopee was incorporated as a city. 


The Battle of Shakopee. 
Minnesota was admitted to the Union. 2 


St. Mark’s School opened by the Benedictine Sisters. 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church established. 
The Civil War began. | 

The city charter was surrendered. 

The Indian Outbreak. 


St. Mary’s Catholic Church organized. 
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1865 The end of the Civil War. 
Chief Shakopee was hung. 
The first train pulled into Shakopee. 


1866 Shakopee was incorporated as a village. 

1867 Sioux City Railroad Shops built at Shakopee. 
1870 Shakopee incorporated for the second time as a city. 
1872 The first County Seat fight. 

1876-77 The grasshopper plague. 

1878 The second County Seat fight. 

1879 The great fire. 

1880 The Minnesota River bridged at Shakopee. 

1883 The railroad shops were moved to St. Paul. 
1889 The third County Seat fight. 

1898 The Spanish American War. 

1902 Electric light system established at Shakopee. 
1914 Beginning of the World War. 

1915 State Women’s Reformatory located at Shakopee. 
1917 United States entered the World War. 

1918 The World War ended. 

1927-29 The fourth County Seat fight. 


1928 Completion of the new highway and bridge into the Twin Cities. 


78 


a LN IN delice ee ts Nevaeh psy +, 
: Ae EN i oe eek ae “hilt ‘hie, ‘che bd ie 8 

i A pa ‘ ae ik F be aes ery ‘emslrond. doineqe oe 
sit Ap . ine svsibtastaad 3a bovialiulates mune ‘bdallt obviyetat | ‘we 

Mah | ING we bho ott to pataniyet er 

bo) eS egoum $e betenal Qretennolelt ¥6amow nine baa 


7 if Mos) vet Salads out! boseias sulpre pete 
he Vis Ret | sbrvias va Dino pith 


cial’ clk a Rare apie OS iit pat pone) srwot sf iene, 
arity abet: enh sith abil Dee naw halal wan it +0 sorrel? eet 


ane Puen ae 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


ORIGINAL MATERIAL 


ABSTRACT OF VOTES. Taken from the OFFICIAL ELECTION RETURNS 
filed in the Office of the County Auditor, Shakopee. 


BAPTISMAL RECORDS of St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Shakopee. This is the 
only source of information regarding the priests at the church, other 
than the records of St. Mark’s parish, that is available here. 


COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S RECORD BOOK “L”, 
DIARY OF D. M. STORER, one of Shakopee’s pioneer settlers. 
DAILY MINNESOTA PIONEER, a paper formerly published at St. Paul. 


LIST OF THE BOYS IN THE UNITED STATES SERVICE filed May 5, 1919 
in the Office of the Clerk of Court, Shakopee. 


MINUTE BOOKS OF THE CITY COUNCIL. 

PARISH BOOK OF St. Mark’s Catholic Church, Shakopee. (German) 
REGISTER BOOK of Episcopal Diocese of Minnesota. 

SAINT PAUL PIONEER, Daily paper formerly published at St. Paul. 


SCOTT COUNTY DEMOCRAT, A weekly paper formerly published at 
Shakopee. 


SCOTT COUNTY ARGUS. Now published as SHAKOPEE ARGUS-TRIBUNE. 
SHAKOPEE ARGUS-TRIBUNE, Weekly paper published at Shakopee. 
SHAKOPEE INDEPENDENT, A weekly paper formerly published at Shakopee. 
SHAKOPEE TRIBUNE, Now published as SHAKOPEE ARGUS-TRIBUNE. 


SECONDARY MATERIAL 


Atwater, Isaac HISTORY OF MINNEAPOLIS 

1893 

New York Munsell and Co. 
Bryan, Charles §S. HISTORY OF THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI VALLEY 

1881 

Minneapolis Tribune Co. 
Buck, James S. PIONEER HISTORY OF MILWAUKEE 

1876 

Milwaukee Milwaukee News Co. 
Catlin, George NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS 

1926 2 volumes 

Edinburgh John Grant, Publisher 
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Coller, Hon. Julius A. 


Edgerton, A. J. 


Fay, Sidney B. 


. Featherstonhaugh, G. W. 


Folsom, W. H. C. 


Folwell, W. W. 


Gale, Rev. Robert 


Hinds, William 


Holbrook and Appel 
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Kessinger, L. 


McKenzie and Giguere 


Neill, Rey. Edward D. 
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LOYALTY OF GERMAN AMERICANS TO THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


1918 Document 146 
2nd Session; 65 Congress 
Washington Government Prtg. Offices 
RAILWAY LAWS OF MINNESOTA 
St. Paul Wm. S. Combs 
ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR 
1930 Two volumes in one 
New York Macmillan Co. 
A CANOE VOYAGE UP THE MINNAY SOTOR 
1847 2 volumes 
London Richard Benthey 


FIFTY YEARS IN THE NORTH WEST 
1888 


St. Paul Pioneer Press Co. 
A HISTORY OF MINNESOTA 

1926 4 volumes 
St. Paul Minn. Hist. Society 


ANNIVERSARY PAMPHLET OF 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

1930 : 

Shakopee Argus-Tribune 


A SKETCH OF SHAKOPEE, MINNESOTA 
1891 


Shakopee Scott County Argus 
MINNESOTA IN THE WAR WITH GERMANY 
1928 2 volumes 
St. Paul Minn. Hist. Society 
LONG EXPEDITION 

1825 . 2 volumes 
London Geo. B. Whittaker 


HISTORY OF BUFFALO COUNTY, WISCONSIN 
1888 

Alma, Wisconsin 

CAPTURE OF LITTLE SIX AND GRAY IRON IN 
1864 

1867 

St. Paul 

HISTORY OF THE MINNESOTA VALLEY 

1882 


Minneapolis North Star Publ. Co. 
MACALESTER COLLEGE CONTRIBUTIONS 

1892 Second Series 
St. Paul Pioneer Press Co. 


GOLDENES JUBILAUM VON ST. MARKUS 
GEMEINDE VON SHAKOPEE 

1907 

St. Paul Willwerscheid & Roith 
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Robinson and Beard 


Savs, Very Rev. Dean M. 


Schlessinger, A. M. 


Schurz, Carl 


Shippee, Lester Burrell 


Working, Win. V. 


DEVELOPMENT OF MODERN EUROPE 
1929 2 volumes 
New York Ginn and Co. 


DIAMOND JUBILEE OF ST. MARK’S PARISH 
1931 


Shakopee Argus-Tribune 


POLITICAL AND SOCIAL HISTORY OF UNITED 
STATES 
1930 


New York Macmillan Co. 


INTIMATE LETTERS OF CARL SCHURZ 
Translated by Joseph Schafer 

1928 

Madison Wisconsin Historical Society 


RECENT AMERICAN HISTORY 
1927 
New York Macmillan Co. 


SOUTHERN MINNESOTAN 
A periodical 
St. Peter, Minn. 


LAWS OF MINNESOTA 


1870-1875 | 

St. Paul Press Prtg. Co. 
LEGISLATIVE MANUAL OF 1901 

1901 

St. Paul Pioneer Press 


LEGISLATIVE MANUAL OF 1925 
1925 
Minneapolis Harrison & Smith 


MINNESOTA HISTORY 

A Quarterly Magazine published by the Minnesota 
Historical Society at St. Paul as a continuation of 
the MINNESOTA HISTORY BULLETIN. 


MINNESOTA HISTORY BULLETIN 
Published at St. Paul by the Minnesota Historical 
Society from Feb. 1915 to Nov. 1924. 


MINNESOTA HISTORICAL COLLECTION 
Published by Minnesota Historical Society at St. 
Paul, Minnesota. 


MINNESOTA IN THREE CENTURIES 
A co-operative work edited by: 
L. F. Hubbard, Wm. P. Murray, J. H. Baker, 


Warren Upham 
1908 4 yolumes 


Mankato Free Press Co. 


81 


it ayy 
iM) bad i: 
Ns a bw Ray ies Sa | 


at ae 


a. 78 
Mb 
A 7 


=e 
nom _ 
ies bs (= a 
pat ' ’ J \ ae MA a iy" i) h ; 
i 
Wary th £9 


» baa 


be a 


a 


rie aotthwrsest 


eta. 


‘yaa Wee 50 A Mae ogame 
“ iee-vo satrae wirerknO LOR el in 
iin nestiat oe eitogaminti re ane (ees : 
fe ce ae Nie he 

iano owls i tedutiding sutseyaM vowhou A” i RG tO a 
Yo aubdatnitnog: & ke dd 38 de otged hing” | MEME kets | ft ti 
. APR YANT RIE ACSA at LI Fa it aaa hagas 
wMtR1o (evo TAL RTOS ore ay ie rey ae al ee ; 

Hotvobit Asinsnahis pe Yt Leet se aR fy etn pei: ‘ 

ie 0 ial, HHS tet 


—s 


“natty 5 
or) tick mee “ | 


PULLMAN FACTS NO. 2 


1930 Pullman Co., Chicago 
Chicago Donnelly & Sons 
SESSION LAWS OF MINNESOTA 1915 

1915 | 

St. Paul Pioneer Co. 


WISCONSIN HISTORICAL COLLECTION 
Published by Wisconsin State Historical Society 
at Madison, Wisconsin. 


SPECIAL MATERIAL 


A letter from Reverend Charles W. Baxter, rector of Holy Communion Church 
of St. Peter, Minnesota, to Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Storer, relating the history of 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church of Shakopee, which the Storers kindly loaned 
the writer. 


A communication concerning the Benedictine Fathers at Shakopee, to the 
writer from Reverend Alexius Hoffman, O.S.B., historian of the Abbey of St. 
John, Collegeville, Minn. 


A communication concerning the Benedictine Sisters at Shakopee, to the wri- 
ter from Sister M. Grace, O.S.B., historian, College of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, 
Minnesota. 


Scrap Book of the Minnesota Historical Society made up of contemporary 
newspaper clippings. 


A written communication to the writer from Mr. E. J. Pond of Shakopee; the 
son of Reverend Samuel W. Pond. 


Jubilee Article published in Shakopee Argus-Tribune on February 20, 1930, 
written by Mr. E. J. Pond. 


A list of the pastors of First Presbyterian Church of Shakopee, given to the 
writer by the Present pastor, Reverend Robert Gale. 


A list of the pastors of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church given to the 
writer by its recent pastor, Reverend George L. Matthiae. 


St. Mark’s Diamond Jubilee address delivered by Hon. Julius A. Coller at 
the jubilee celebration on August 11, 1931. 


Many valuable suggestions in regard to source of material for Chapters One, 
Two and Three were made by Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, Superintendent of 
Minnesota Historical Society, who also read the entire manuscript. 
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